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SALT LAKE ACTING COMPANY’S NEW PLAY SOUNDING SERIES PRESENTS A READING OF VIRTUE BY TIM SLOVER DIRECTED BY PEDER MELHUSE
SLAC’s New Play Sounding Series presents a reading of Tim Slover’s VIRTUE, directed by Peder Melhuse, on Monday, October 26 at 7pm.  VIRTUE tells the story of  the passionate and iconoclastic mystic Hildegard, who is almost as well known today as she was in her own 12th Century, principally because of her extraordinarily beautiful music. Then, she was famous throughout Europe for her visions, the only woman to have her writings read aloud in synod by the Pope. In the play, Hildegard is preparing to complete her book of revelations and present it to the Holy See when a penitent named Richardis arrives at her monastery and profoundly disrupts her world. 

Slover, an associate professor in the Department of Theatre at the University of Utah, 
said of his subject: “I first became aware of Hildegard through the transcendent vocal music which she claimed came to her, along with the rest of her visions, directly from the ‘Living Light,’ an avatar of God. Intrigued—more like intoxicated—I sought out her writings and accounts of her life. In the books, Hildegard seemed so present, as though she had a foot in the 12th Century and a foot in our own time. Yes, she wrote recondite visions, difficult to appreciate in our day, but she also penned books of herbal medicine and midwifery. And I loved her story: enclosed as an anchorite at the age of seven, freed from her cell and made a prioress of young women by thirty, a reluctant but eventually prolific visionary all her life. 

“It was the visions that mattered most. They led her towards doctrine and practice unique in her, perhaps any, day. Women in monasteries, she learned from the Living Light, were Queens of Heaven, and they should look like it; so she dressed her nuns in white robes and gold jewelry; she took off their veils and adorned their heads with gold crowns. Music, she learned, was the speech of angels. So she wrote the world’s first opera, as well as its first morality play.
“Piety and passion, profound spirituality coupled with unabashed sensuality, a love for the Church and an absolute commitment to the searing personal visions which led her away from some of its doctrines: these are the paradoxical hallmarks of this remarkable medieval woman. For all those on a spiritual quest in our own difficult age, hers is not a bad star by which to steer.”

Director Melhuse, who has worked with Slover before, said: “It's exciting being again in a rehearsal process with Tim. His openness and true collaboration make rehearsals a delight.  Hildegard’s religious visions of the 'Living Light' provide a wonderful opportunity for staging.  Though we will only hint at the staging of those opportunities in the reading, Tim's script invites the imagination to soar.”  

VIRTUE was written in association with the Penn State University School of Theatre, and further developed in the New Plays Workshop of the University of Utah’s Department of Theatre and writers groups in Salt Lake City and Provo. VIRTUE was given a staged reading in London last June as part of the Arch 468 Propects Series. Slover’s plays have been produced off-Broadway and in professional regional and university theatres all over the US and in Canada. In the fall of 2008 his play, JOYFUL NOISE, received a staged reading at the Hampstead Theatre’s Michael Frayn Space in London. DESPISED, his screenplay of JOYFUL NOISE, is optioned by Slickrock Films. His new eight-part radio drama, THE CHRISTMAS CHRONICLES, will air December 2009 on KBYU FM. Slover’s writing awards include the Grand Prize, 65th Annual Writers Digest Writers Awards; the Christopher Brian Wolk Award for Playwriting Excellence (Abingdon Theatre); a Cine Golden Eagle; a Freedoms Foundation George Washington Honor Medal; and a Hopwood Award for Best Play. 
The cast for the reading will be Sarah Shippobotham, Nick O’Donnell, Kurt Proctor, and Natalie Blackman, with Amy Caudill as reader. 
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SLAC NOTES:

The audience does not need a ticket in advance to attend this reading. The building will open one hour prior to the performance when general admission tickets will be distributed, and the theatre will open half an hour before the performance. 
Salt Lake Acting Company is located at 168 W 500 N, Salt Lake City, Utah, 84103. 

For more information call 801- 363-7522 or visit www.saltlakeactingcompany.org 

Next at SLAC: MASTER CLASS by Terrence McNally, directed by David Mong, with Anne Cullimore Decker, Paul Dorgan, Natalie Blackman, Shane Haag, Stefanie 

Londino, and Josh Martin.


DATES


Previews: 
October 14 and 15, 2009




Opening:
October 16, 2009




Closing:
November 8, 2009

TIMES


Previews:
Wed & Thurs- 7:30 p.m.





Regular:
Wed & Thurs- 7:30 p.m. 
                                                                        Friday Opening- 7.30pm
Fri & Sat- 8:00 p.m. 







Sun- 2:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, November 1st @ 2pm- Post-play discussion. 
Saturday, November 7 @ 2pm- Theatre Student Matinee. 
Ticket prices range from the $35 subscriber price, $40 groups of ten or more, $50 full price. 
For tickets call 801- 363-7522, visit www.saltlakeactingcompany.org, or in person at 168 West 500 North, Salt Lake City, Utah 84103.

SLAC was founded in 1970 and is dedicated to producing, commissioning and developing new works and to supporting a community of professional artists.  SLAC has been nationally recognized by the Shubert Foundation, the National Endowment for the Arts, the Pew Charitable Trusts and the Edgerton Foundation, among others.  SLAC is a Constituent Member of Theatre Communications Group, a national organization for non-profit professional regional theatres, and the National New Play Network.
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