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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE.  

SALT LAKE ACTING COMPANY PRESENTS MASTER CLASS BY TERRENCE McNALLY DIRECTED BY DAVID MONG.

"The sun will not fall down from the sky if there are no more Traviatas. The world can and will go on without us but I have to think that we have made this world a better place. That we have left it richer, wiser than had we not chosen the way of art."- Maria Callas, Master Class. 

“We did MASTER CLASS in 1998.  Why do it again?  Because MASTER CLASS is fantastic theatre. It has glorious singing, beautiful music and great storytelling.  But the truth is, Anne Cullimore Decker wanted to do the play again.  Callas was in ‘her bones’ and she ‘missed her.’   And we say, if SLAC is not here for an artist like Anne Cullimore Decker, what is the point of us?”- Nancy Borgenicht, Interim Executive Producer.  
“It is exciting to restage one of SLAC’s most beloved shows, with one of Salt Lake City’s most beloved actors. This special event is in part both a tribute to our past, but also a fundraiser for our future. This is an exciting way to support SLAC, support local theatre professionals, and enjoy a masterpiece about a master performer.”- Jason Bruffy, Executive Artistic Director.
MASTER CLASS by Terrence McNally focuses on legendary soprano Maria Callas during the early 1970s when, her voice broken and her career faded, she taught master classes at Juilliard in New York.  Callas is teaching a master class in front of us, her audience. She’s glamorous, commanding, larger than life … and drop-dead funny.  
Triggered by each of her student’s efforts and their choices of music, Callas lapses into reminiscences and daydreams; glories in her own career and deviations into the dark corners of her private anguish.  With humor and resonance, her soul in all its turbulence dominates the stage.  
When SLAC first presented MASTER CLASS over a decade ago, extended due to its popularity, it was also directed by David Mong, with incomparable Anne Cullimore Decker. Ms. Decker has performed on nearly every stage in Utah.  Her long history of SLAC credits include THE CLEAN HOUSE, RABBIT HOLE, K-MILLE, THREE TALL WOMEN, and the world premieres of SEEING THE ELEPHANT and MADAGASCAR.  She has been seen at the Utah Shakespearean Festival in MORNING’S AT SEVEN and MY FAIR LADY. With Utah Symphony/Opera, she has performed in THE GONDOLIERS, THE MERRY WIDOW and A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC. She received the 2009 Governor’s Individual Merit Leadership in the Arts Award for her extraordinary example of artistic dedication and excellence on-stage and off, as well as The Governor’s Mansion Artist Award. Ms Decker said of Callas: “When these classes were taught at Juilliard, the classroom wasn't filled just with singers.  The public was coming out.  Attorneys were leaving their offices to come and hear her. Celebrities were coming. They packed in- standing room only to see her.”

Director David Mong said: “I think this is a great time to do MASTER CLASS. At its heart, it is a play about the value of art. As the economy struggles and everybody tightens up and battens down, once again art is the 'poor cousin'. Art sustains us, elevates us, offers context and solace, and an altar to Praise and Lament, as the poet Rilke called the divine polarity of human expression.”

The Accompanist, Paul Dorgan, is an adjunct professor in the School of Music at the University of Utah. Dorgan has performed as soloist and accompanist in Europe, Canada and the US, and also performs frequently in Salt Lake City. The students are played by Natalie Blackman, Shane Haag, and Stefanie Londino, all either current or recently graduated U of U students appearing at SLAC for the first time, and the stagehand by Josh Martin. SLAC’s intimate Chapel Theatre offers a space tailor-made for this special honored presentation of MASTER CLASS.
MASTER CLASS, a Tony award winner for best play, received its premiere at Philadelphia Theatre Company at the Plays and Players Theater in Philadelphia on March 1, 1995. MASTER CLASS runs at SLAC from October 14 to November 8 and is recommended for mature audiences. 
SLAC NOTES
The 2009-10 season is dedicated to the spirit and memory of Tony Larimer. 
Wednesday, October 7th @ 7pm- SLC Main Library- SLAC Preview Lecture: MASTER CLASS with Paul Dorgan- a behind-the-scenes glimpse of the play and the great Maria Callas.

Tuesday, October 13th @ 7 pm- ZAPped Tuesday- Free performance.
Monday, October 26th @ 7pm- Free reading of VIRTUE by Tim Slover. 
Sunday, November 1st @ 2pm- Post-play discussion. 
Saturday, November 7 @ 2pm- Theatre Student Matinee. 
Ticket prices range from Free ZAPped Tuesdays to $35 subscriber price, $40 groups of ten or more, $50 full price. 
For tickets call 801- 363-7522, visit www.saltlakeactingcompany.org, 

or in person at 168 West 500 North, Salt Lake City, Utah 84103.

SLAC was founded in 1970 and is dedicated to producing, commissioning and developing new works and to supporting a community of professional artists.  SLAC has been nationally recognized by the Shubert Foundation, the National Endowment for the Arts, the Pew Charitable Trusts and the Edgerton Foundation, among others.  SLAC is a Constituent Member of Theatre Communications Group, a national organization for non-profit professional regional theatres, and the National New Play Network.
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