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SALT LAKE ACTING COMPANY PRESENTS THE CARETAKER BY HAROLD PINTER DIRECTED BY JOHN VREEKE
“So why is SLAC doing Pinter, who’s dead now, and a play that was written in 1960? I think THE CARETAKER is every bit as impressive today, as meaningful as it was fifty years ago-  and maybe even more so, because nothing’s changed. We still have the same human issues. Doing Pinter now in 2009- I think it’s a big, bold statement. The language is poetic-  it’s musical- it’s vague- it’s mysterious- it’s full of tension-  it’s full of psychology.” John Vreeke, director of THE CARETAKER.  
“Beyond its amazing language and rhythms and pulse and beats and breath taking reality- THE CARETAKER is about care taking.  We need it and want it.  Easier said than done.  Seemingly, THE CARETAKER is about nothing.  In truth, it is about everything.  
Ultimately, THE CARETAKER is about love.” Nancy Borgenicht, Interim Executive Producer of SLAC. 
THE CARETAKER is a stunning emotional rollercoaster by one of the great playwrights of our time. It is set in west London, where a tramp, Davies, is brought into a squalid flat by Aston, a damaged soul grateful for anyone's company. The flat is owned by Aston’s brother Mick, a climber ruthlessly intent on his own success. Davies is offered a caretaker’s job and engages in a fascinating and unpredictable cat and mouse game with the brothers. As the three characters engage in increasingly complex power games, the play builds to a devastating climax.
The role of Davies, which Vreeke compares in size to that of Hamlet, will be played by Oregon-based actor Joe Cronin. Cronin is making his third appearance at SLAC, having last been seen in 2005-06 in MAN FROM NEBRASKA by Tracy Letts and in 2004-05  in the world premiere of MADGASCAR by J. T. Rogers.  He has played Julius Caesar, Sid Davis in Ah, Wilderness!, Leonato in Much Ado About Nothing and Thor in MORNING'S AT SEVEN at the Utah Shakespearean Festival. Cronin is a founder of Portland’s Artists Repertory Theatre, and has worked at Portland’s Civic Theatre, Portland’s New Rose Theatre, Portland Repertory Theatre, and the Bradford Playhouse in Yorkshire, England. 
The cast also features Daniel Beecher as Aston, in his second role at SLAC. Daniel’s last production with SLAC was almost 15 years ago, in AN EMPTY PLATE IN THE CAFÉ DU GRANDE BOEUF.  Born and raised in Salt Lake, Dan attended the University of Utah’s Actor Training Program.  He has been seen in plays at Pioneer Theatre, Salt Lake Shakespeare and Utah Contemporary Theatre. He said of THE CARETAKER: “Pinter writes in rhythm and meter, giving performers a very tight sense of pace, timing, and mood.  It is extremely exacting, and in its way, extremely confining.  As an actor, the trick is to embrace his careful constraints, and find the beautiful liberty within.”  

Matthew Ivan Bennett, who is the Resident Playwright of Plan-B Theatre Company, is playing Mick. His acting career includes the roles of John in PETER PAN on the mainstage at Utah Shakespearean Festival, and Puck in A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM and Grumio in THE TAMING OF THE SHREW on the educational tours. Bennett said of his preparation for THE CARETAKER: “Acting always helps me write better because it revivifies the way I think about character.  I've been working on the script since I first read it two weeks before the auditions.  I was instantly sure I wanted to play Mick.  I'm a naturally introverted person and acting has always been an opportunity for me to be my alter ego in some way.  It's like wearing Red Kryptonite.”

THE CARETAKER was the first of Pinter's plays to bring him artistic and commercial success as well as national recognition. Opening on April 27, 1960, at the Arts Theatre in London, the play was an immediate hit with audiences as well as critics. Pinter died in December 2008, and the play is produced in his memory.  THE CARETAKER runs at SLAC from September 16 to October 11 and is recommended for mature audiences. 
SLAC NOTES
The 2009-10 season is dedicated to the spirit and memory of Tony Larimer. 

Tuesday, September 15th @ 7 pm- ZAPped Tuesday- Free performance.
Sunday, September 20th @ 2 pm- Post play discussion- Meet new Executive Artistic Director, Jason Bruffy and CARETAKER actors as they discuss Pinter, acting and "where you bank." 

Thursday, October 8th @ 7:30 pm- Matthew Ivan Bennett fan club performance.
If you like him as a playwright, you’ll love him as an actor.

This season SLAC has ticket prices to fit every budget, from Free ZAPped Tuesdays to a range of $18-$37 tickets depending on performance.
Student, Under 30, Senior and Group discounts available call 801-363-7522.
For tickets call 801- 363-7522, visit www.saltlakeactingcompany.org, 

or in person at 168 West 500 North, Salt Lake City, Utah 84103.
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