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Company research doc

MARCH 2009

3 March – Gifts to Hatch charity under fire 

Discovery>>Report of funds from drugmakers wasn’t public, but IRS released it anyway

by Thomas Burr, Salt Lake Tribune
APRIL 2009

4 April – Chaffetz wants ban on airport whole body imaging 

“Nobody needs to see my wife and kids naked to secure an airplane.”   

ABC4News

MAY 2009

12 May – Mike Noel, Paria River ATV Lawbreakers Should Be in Jail
Shreiner’s Media Landscape, Ken Shreiner

Mike Noel and Kane County friends drive a mass of 500 ATVs up the Paria River in Escalante National Park to protest the federal govt.’s prohibition of motorized vehicles in scenic wilderness areas. 
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15 May – Pat Bagley, Salt Lake Tribune Image dated: 5/15/10 (Daryl Cagle’s Political Cartoon’s Index)
12 May – Tribune owner wants to charge for online content 

by Paul Beebe, Salt Lake Tribune
Tribune Owners announce plan to charge readers for some online content- a proposed two-website-system where the ‘general news’ can be reached for free and where a content including breaking news, comments on stories, and user generated content would come at a price

16 May -  Huntsman named Ambassador to China.  Needs to be confirmed but will resign as Gov.

15 May – Pat Bagley, Salt Lake Tribune Image dated: 5/17/10 (Daryl Cagle’s Political Cartoon’s Index)
18 May -  Huntsman and Herbert vow smooth transition but Huntsman won’t talk until Senate confirms him.

20 May – They're Watching You Page 1: What no one is telling you about the proposed cop shop in Library Square.
By Ted McDonough, City Weekly

The project that Salt Lake City Mayor Ralph Becker lauded in his state-of-the-city address as an “intelligence-gathering fusion center”—and that civil liberties groups on the left and right worry is a new domestic spying system—is slated to have its Utah headquarters in Becker’s “civic campus” of public-safety buildings to be constructed on or near Library Square with proceeds from a November bond election. The Utah Fusion Center, as the project is known, is taking off thanks in part to infusions of cash from the Obama administration’s job-creating American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

20 May – Carl Wimmer and gang, with 200 supporters, announce the formation of the Patrick Henry Caucus. 

THE PATRICK HENRY CAUCUS PLATFORM 
"Is life so dear or peace so sweet as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what course others may take, but as for me, give me liberty, or give me death!" - Patrick Henry 

Purpose 
We, the Patrick Henry Caucus, unite to sustain the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States. We pledge to support and uphold the principles embodied therein. Whereas the federal government has usurped powers beyond those delegated to it by the Constitution, we reclaim the Constitutionally protected rights of the States, and reject the position that States' sovereignty must be subordinate to the federal government. 

Goal 
To restore and uphold the sovereignty and rights of the individual States as guaranteed by the tenth amendment of the United States Constitution, which states, "The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people." 

22 May- Similarly to the controversy surrounding the LDS Church- a gay rights group in Augusta, Maine claims that the Roman Catholic Diocese is violating taxes rules by helping a campaign that would repeal the new same-sex marriage law. SL Tribune

27 May – Koerber Indicted by Eric S. Peterson, City Weekly

Utah County's 'Free Capitalist' Up on Federal Charges

 “Utah County businessman Rick Koeber was indicted May 26 on charges of mail fraud, wire fraud and tax evasion resulting from an alleged Ponzi scheme he conducted with numerous investors and several of his businesses including Founders Capital, Franklin Squires Investments and Franklin Squires Companies.

United States Attorney for Utah Brett Tolman announced today the business model was a classic Ponzi scheme that culled approximately $100 million in investor funds—over $50 million of which was used to pay off new investors.”

“A summons has been issued for Koerber to appear in federal court, though a date had not been specified. The ongoing investigation is a partnership between the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Internal Revenue Service and the Utah Division of Securities.

Koerber was not present for the press release. A vocal critic of the Utah Division of Securities, Koerber has since 2007 gone on the offensive against investigators, challenging their investigations and even saying one had “the IQ of a rat” on his radio program the Free Capitalist show formerly on KTKK (K-Talk) 630 AM.

He has also cultivated political friends who have aided him in his crusade against state regulators, including Rep. Carl Wimmer, R-Herriman who, City Weekly reported in July 2008, had sponsored an audit of the division on behalf of his friend Koerber.”

[More on Wimmer/Koerber connection, etc.]

Disclose This Politics: Rep. Wimmer's campaign reconsiders its cheeseburger donations.

by Eric S. Peterson, Wednesday, March 18, 2009

House Poor: “Free Capitalist” Rick Koerber offers class in avoiding foreclosure while his own mansion goes on the block
…[Koerber’s] “Real Estate Rescue Training” seminar. For a mere $995, the one-day class can teach people in desperate straits how to avoid foreclosure, he claims. Koerber is so confident of the class that he plans on using it himself—to duck the foreclosure hanging over a gated mansion in Alpine, where he currently lives and works. 

Koerber and his unique “equity milling” process, he says, has helped willing students learn how to live a “principled” and financially wealthy life. It has also made him the subject of an ongoing Utah Division of Securities fraud investigation, as Koerber has admitted himself. Koerber is not shy about his encounters with UDS investigators. 

30 May- 'The Mormons Are Coming!' by Karl Vick, The Washington Post
» Supporters of Same-Sex Marriage Trumpet the Church's Work Against It

Gay Groups target Mormons- Proposition 8 debate

"The Mormons are coming! The Mormons are coming!" warned ads placed on newspaper Web sites in three Eastern states last month. The ad was rejected by sites in three other states, including Maine, where the Kennebec Journal informed Californians Against Hate that the copy "borders on insulting and denigrating a whole set of people based on their religion." 

"I'm not intending it to harm the religion. I think they do wonderful things. Nicest people," said Fred Karger, a former Republican campaign consultant who established Californians Against Hate. "My single goal is to get them out of the same-sex marriage business and back to helping hurricane victims." 

The strategy carries risks for a movement grounded in the concept of tolerance. But the demographics tempt proponents of same-sex marriage: Mormons account for just 2 percent of the U.S. population, and they are scarce outside the West. Nearly eight in 10 Americans personally know or work with a gay person, according to a recent Newsweek survey. Only 48 percent, meanwhile, know a Mormon, according to a Pew Research Center poll. 

Many Mormons also acknowledge a problematic public profile that could make it difficult for them to lead the fight against same-sex marriage. A 2008 poll by Gary C. Lawrence, author of "How Americans View Mormonism: Seven Steps to Improve Our Image," found that for every American who expresses a strong liking for Mormons, four express a strong dislike. Among the traits widely ascribed to Mormons in the poll were "narrow-minded" and "controlling." 

JUNE 2009 

6 June – Westward ho! Amish escaping crowds, prices in East
AP News 

7 June- Utah’s multicultural population grew by 5.9% from 2007 to 2008- fastest rate in the nation. Highest percentage growth found in Utah County. Christopher Smart, Salt Lake Tribune
[image: image2.jpg]



Pat Bagley, Salt Lake Tribune, Image dated: 01/27/10 (Daryl Cagle’s Political Cartoon’s Index)

· Pillaging the Past by Craig Childs, High Country News (April 28, 2008)

13 June – Blanding residents outraged over artifacts raid, suicide aftermath
Artifacts trafficking » Some townspeople say that feds are to blame for a physician's death.

By Christopher Smart and Nate Carlisle, Salt Lake Tribune
Blanding » It's in the eyes and the voices of folks in this small San Juan County town --- anger at the federal government for its undercover operation to root out those who take antiquities from public lands.  Their anger turned to outrage as they learned how physician James Redd took his own life after being charged with a felony count of trafficking in archaeological artifacts protected by federal law. 

Two dozen people were indicted earlier this week, most of them from Blanding and a few others from Colorado and New Mexico. Federal agents had recruited a confidential informant who bought and sold artifacts for a total of $335,685 over two years. 

"I feel the way most townspeople do," Buddy Black, 53, said Friday. "I'm angry. Just real angry." 

18 June- Jeff Archuleta (David Archuleta’s dad) is arrested for ‘happy ending’ at massage parlor

20 June - How close were Koerber and Utah legislator? 

Photo oops » Wimmer seen speaking at Koerber conference

By Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune

After Koerber was indicted and accused of running a multimillion-dollar Ponzi scheme, Wimmer said he was a distant acquaintance, not a friend, of Koerber's. "Were we friendly? Absolutely, we were nice to each other and cordial, I didn't have a reason not to be," Wimmer said, but their relationship was strictly professional, between a legislator and a citizen. 

Koerber disagrees with Wimmer's characterization. "I have a different opinion of that," he said. "I consider Carl a friend. I consider Carl a good guy. He kind of hurt my feelings."
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Pat Bagley, Salt Lake Tribune, Image dated: 06/02/09 (Daryl Cagle’s Political Cartoonists Index)

JULY 2009

4 July – Gov. Palin Says She Will Quit, Citing Probes, Family Needs 

by Philip Rucker and Eli Saslow, Washington Post
The announcement that she will step down by the end of July stunned the political establishment, fueling speculation about why she is leaving office with 18 months left in her first term and whether her future will include a run for the presidency.

4 July Lieutenant governor’s wife prepares to become first lady 

by Genelle Pugmire, Daily Herald
4 July – Stadium of Fire lights up the 4th 

by Sara Lenz, Deseret News
PROVO — All 50,000 people in BYU's LaVell Edwards Stadium fell silent and many eyes filled with tears as a 13-year-old American flag about half the size of the football field was brought in by more than a dozen men in uniform and retired with a blaze in the middle of the field.  This was the culmination of Stadium of Fire, an annual event presented by America's Freedom Festival in Provo.  "If our American flag could speak, oh, the stories she would tell," said Glenn Beck, the host and nationally renowned political commentator. "She is what we make of her and nothing more."

Stadium of Liar: Flag-burning faked 

Hocus-pocus » Show producer defends his deception, says those who point it out detract from American ideals.

by Donald W. Meyers, Salt Lake Tribune
 “The 90-by-150-foot American flag that had been carried on the field at LaVell Edwards Stadium for many memorable years was finally retired, seemingly consigned to the flames of liberty, with the patriotic audience standing at reverent attention.

But instead of going up in a blaze of Old Glory, the flag -- like the one that Francis Scott Key wrote the anthem about -- was still there and would actually be destroyed later.

The crowd of 50,000 didn't know that Provo Fire Marshal Lynn Schofield deemed it unsafe to burn the nylon banner inside the arena.”

 [Trent Harris:  Where is Orrin Burn a Flag Go to Jail when you need him?]

8 July – The Kiss

Trespassing case? Gay couple detained after kiss near LDS temple 

Plaza walkway is church property.

by Lindsay Whitehurst, Salt Lake Tribune
A gay couple says they were detained by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints security guards after one man kissed another on the cheek Thursday on Main Street Plaza. 

"They targeted us," said Matt Aune, 28. "We weren't doing anything inappropriate or illegal, or anything most people would consider inappropriate for any other couple." 

Aune and his partner, Derek Jones, 25, were cited by Salt Lake City police for trespassing on the plaza, located at 50 East North Temple, according to Sgt. Robin Snyder. 

12 July – Protesters smooch near LDS Temple 
Demonstration » They exchanged 'gentle' kisses to show support for a gay couple detained for kissing on Main Street Plaza on Thursday.

by Lindsay Whitehurst
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Pat Bagley, Salt Lake Tribune, Image Dated: 07/17/09 (Daryl Cagle’s Political Cartoonists Index)

18 July - Gay incident reopens Salt Lake City's Main Street plaza wounds 

Culture » Religious divide boils over again on church-owned square.

by Rosemary Winters, Salt Lake Tribune
It's the wound that won't heal. The rift that won't close. And earlier this month, two gay lovers' purportedly innocuous late-night kiss -- though LDS Church officials insist it was far more amorous than that -- ripped it wide open. 

Utah's simmering religious divide boiled over -- once again -- at the geographical and philosophical intersection of church and state: the Main Street Plaza in downtown Salt Lake City. 

"It is a scab that will continue to be peeled away -- and may never heal," says Dani Eyer, the former ACLU director who fought to preserve First Amendment rights on the plaza. 

Matt Aune and Derek Jones say they held hands, kissed and then squabbled with security guards on the LDS Church-owned square. Salt Lake City police issued a ticket for trespassing. In protest, supporters of the couple staged a "kiss-in" last Sunday outside the plaza and plan another such demonstration today. 

19 July - Kissing incident highlights conflicting rights 

by Karen McCreary And Stephen Clark, Salt Lake Tribune
One can only hope this recent incident will spur renewed discussion among city leaders, downtown business owners and other interested parties on this central question: Is the world indeed welcome here, or only so much of it as might reflect and reinforce the views of the dominant religion? Those religious views are entitled to respect; whether they are entitled to enforcement across an ever-widening swath of our downtown should be addressed before additional misunderstanding and conflict arise.

Karen McCreary has been the executive director of the American Civil Liberties Union of Utah since 2006. Stephen Clark serves on the legal panel of the ACLU of Utah and formerly was the organization's staff attorney.

19 July - A kiss, a kiss-off, an apology due 

by Casey Jones, Salt Lake Tribune
“It was the kiss heard 'round the world. Matt Aune, 28, put his arm around Derek Jones, 25, and gave him a smooch on the cheek in front of God, the Angel Moroni and a couple of LDS security guards a week ago last Thursday.”

22 July- On the Blight Side 

The new proposed location of the public safety complex across from Library Square gets the dander up.

by Eric S. Peterson, City Weekly
 “With the announcement that Salt Lake City Mayor Ralph Becker’s much-ballyhooed public-safety complex would not be dumped on the northeast corner of Library Square, a collective sigh could be heard from an irate mob of citizens. For most, so long as the towering symbol of authority wasn’t casting a direct shadow over the Library Square, townspeople could claim victory— even with the more-recent proposal to locate the complex a stone’s throw away from the square, on the east side of 300 East. A few holdouts, however, still aren’t celebrating.”

26 July -  Palin faces questions as she exits Alaska politics 

by Matthew Daly, The Associated Press

Future murky » Few clues about what unconventional governor will do next.

Above all, Palin plans to continue speaking her mind on the social networking site Twitter. 

"Ain't gonna shut my mouth / I know there's got to be a few hundred million more like me / just trying to keep it free," Palin said in a recent Tweet, quoting the song "Rollin'," by the country duo Big & Rich. 

26 July – Plea for altered LDS stance on gay rights grows 
The Associated Press
A petition that asks the Mormon church to reconsider its policies and political activism related to gay rights has gathered more than 1,360 signatures since it began circulating in June.  The Committee for Reconciliation plans to deliver the petition to leaders of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in November. The petition is posted on the Web site LDSapology.org. 

The committee is made up of current and former church members. 

26 July – Utah vs. the U.S.: Here we go again 

by Paul Rolly, Salt Lake Tribune

Rep. Mike Noel, the leading, "they're coming to take me away" shouter against federal government "intrusion" who has not been afraid to spend our tax money to file unsuccessful lawsuits against federal enforcement of federal laws on federal land, is at it again. 

The Kanab Republican said on KCPW-FM earlier this month that he will sponsor a bill next year that would bar federal Bureau of Land Management rangers from enforcing laws on Utah's public lands. 

29 July- Reburying the Hatchet by Eric S. Peterson, City Weekly
After the big artifact raid, residents ask how to put Blanding back together again.

“It’s like a war between the cowboys and Indians, settlers and the indigenous peoples,” says Utah State Office of Indian Affairs Director Forrest Cuch, with some resignation. Cuch is reluctant to resort ot using an old cliché in describing tensions between the state’s native and nonnative residents, but it’s the one that sadly seems to fit since the June 10 federal sting that brought charges of American Indian artifact theft and trafficking against 24 defendants, 17 of whom lived in the southern Utah community of Blanding, just north of the Navajo Nation. 

AUGUST 2009

1 August – House panel OKs sweeping health care bill 

by David Espo and Erica Werner, Associated Press
Matheson votes against health reform by Matt Canham, Salt Lake Tribune
Utah Rep. Jim Matheson bucked the Democratic majority and voted against a massive health reform bill Friday. 

The House Energy and Commerce Committee still approved the bill on a vote of 31 to 28. Matheson was one of five Democrats who voted against the bill, as did all of the panel's Republicans. 

He has argued against a government-controlled health insurance plan, which Democratic leaders have argued is a key way to control skyrocketing health costs. Matheson, a member of the conservative Blue Dog coalition, has instead favored state-based co-operatives as an alternative to traditional for-profit insurance plans. 

Matheson also wanted the bill to encourage medical malpractice reform and health savings accounts. 

2 August - Jeanette Herbert: Meet Utah's future first lady 

by Brooke Adams, Salt Lake Tribune
State government » Former Miss Springville, Jeanette Herbert spent 23 years running a day care in Orem, so she's likely to put child abuse and helping out parents on her to-do list.

Orem » Her children refer to her as Miss Fix-it, and Jeanette Herbert admits the nickname fits. 

"The tools are all mine," she laughs. "If Gary wants a tool, he has to ask me where it's at because he doesn't know. Usually, he'll just say, 'Fix it.' " 

3 August – It's his time: Herbert says governor job will be his last in politics 

by Lisa Riley Roche, Mormon Times/Deseret News
4 August- Ethics reform battle heats up 

by Cathy McKitrick, SL Tribune
'Red Meat Radio' » Blog blasts ballot initiative organizer.

A Capitol-steps news conference to unveil a ballot initiative drive for legislative ethics reform has been bumped a week, but some political insiders already have begun to push back against the grass-roots effort. 

In a blog Tuesday, "Red Meat Radio" producer Aaron Rennaker took one initiative organizer, David Irvine, to task for allegedly using the ethics groundswell to advance his own political ends. 

5 August- Give Them Liberty 

The Patrick Henry Caucus stands ready to take on the big, bad federal government.
by Eric S. Peterson, City Weekly
5 August- Take Back Utah to rally at Capital on Saturday 

by Amy Joi O’Donoghue, Deseret News

The Take Back Utah event Saturday will take control of State Street in downtown Salt Lake City for seven blocks as a parade of big trucks, all-terrain vehicles, recreational vehicles, other motorized vehicles and pedestrians make their way from 500 South to the State Capitol.

Organized to spotlight the benefits of promoting a "multiuse" public lands policy, the Take Back Utah parade and rally is a backlash of protest over what organizers say are intrusive federal regulations and radical environmentalists who hold too much of the state hostage.

"The 10th Amendment is alive and well," said Rep. Mike Noel, R-Kanab.

7 August – Senate confirms Huntsman as ambassador to China 

by Thomas Burr & Matt Canham, Salt Lake Tribune
Next up » Changing of the gubernatorial guard in Utah.
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   Pat Bagley, 08/06/09
7 August – Palin Facebook post: Statement on the Current Health Care Debate
As more Americans delve into the disturbing details of the nationalized health care plan that the current administration is rushing through Congress, our collective jaw is dropping, and we’re saying not just no, but hell no! 
The Democrats promise that a government health care system will reduce the cost of health care, but as the economist Thomas Sowell has pointed out, government health care will not reduce the cost; it will simply refuse to pay the cost. And who will suffer the most when they ration care? The sick, the elderly, and the disabled, of course. The America I know and love is not one in which my parents or my baby with Down Syndrome will have to stand in front of Obama’s “death panel” so his bureaucrats can decide, based on a subjective judgment of their “level of productivity in society,” whether they are worthy of health care. Such a system is downright evil.
Health care by definition involves life and death decisions. Human rights and human dignity must be at the center of any health care discussion.
Rep. Michele Bachmann highlighted the Orwellian thinking of the president’s health care advisor, Dr. Ezekiel Emanuel, the brother of the White House chief of staff, in a floor speech to the House of Representatives. I commend her for being a voice for the most precious members of our society, our children and our seniors.
We must step up and engage in this most crucial debate. Nationalizing our health care system is a point of no return for government interference in the lives of its citizens. If we go down this path, there will be no turning back. Ronald Reagan once wrote, “Government programs, once launched, never disappear. Actually, a government bureau is the nearest thing to eternal life we’ll ever see on this earth.” Let’s stop and think and make our voices heard before it’s too late.
- Sarah Palin

8 August – ATV protest: A few thousand ride to 'Take Back Utah'
SLC protest » Federal government, wilderness are targets. 

By Tom Wharton, Salt Lake Tribune

Protest signs carried by about 3,000 American flag waving-motorized recreation enthusiasts riding off-highway vehicles up State Street to the steps of the state Capitol told the story of Saturday's Take Back Utah rally. 

"I'll keep my guns, my freedom, my land. You keep the change," read one sign. 

"This is the Place for US, not the U.S. government," opined another that was part of a parade that included sheep trailers, mountain bikers, oil and coal trucks and dozens of ATV riders exercising their freedom by not wearing helmets. 

Utah Sens. Orrin Hatch and Bob Bennett addressed an appreciative and somewhat angry throng. So did two of Bennett's 2010 Republican Senate nomination opponents, Attorney General Mark Shurtleff and firebrand Cherilyn Eagar, who sang part of a Sesame Street song. 

Organized by Rep. Mike Noel, R-Kanab, and a host of off-highway vehicle clubs and sponsored by a diverse group of public land users including hunters, ranchers, farmers, miners and oil and gas companies, the event was long on anger and rhetoric and short on specifics about how federal land management should be changed or even eliminated. 

"We're God-fearing and gun clinging," said Mike Swenson of the off-highway vehicle group USA-ALL, who offered a message for what he called radical environmental groups: "You guys that love rocks and trees more than human beings, you have awakened a sleeping giant. We are not going away. We've been way too easy on you. There is a new war in the western United States to take back our lands." 

The Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance -- one sign read "Don't commit SUWA-cide" -- joined the Bureau of Land Management, the Obama administration, any wilderness designation and the federal government as the rally's biggest bogeymen.

"This is more than about recreation, it's about farming and mining and keeping revenues generated by the lands of Utah," Noel said. "This is a beginning. We have got to be extreme in the way we take back these public lands."

9 August – Group launches ethics campaign
Politics » The group needs 95,000 signatures to get the initiative on the ballot.

Members of the grass-roots group, Utahns for Ethical Government, took their reform message to Capitol Hill Wednesday, unveiling a ballot initiative they hope will accomplish what legislators have not yet done themselves. 

Former lawmakers Kim Burningham and David Irvine -- both Republicans and vocal opponents of the now-overturned school voucher law -- led the charge to tighten existing ethics policies. 

"Our system is riddled with laws and the absence of laws, which not only allow but encourage unethical behavior in our Legislature," said Burningham, a state Board of Education member. 

Burningham cited Utah as one of 10 states that lack an independent ethics commission. Instead, lawmakers police their own. He also decried the absence of caps on campaign contributions. 

The initiative's chief thrust -- if approved by majority vote in 2010 -- is to establish a five-member independent commission to investigate ethics complaints against lawmakers and make subsequent recommendations to the legislative body. 

Rep. John Dougall, co-chairman of the Ethics Interim Committee, said he welcomes the public involvement but questions some of the initiative's aims. 

"Only the politically connected get appointed to these commissions," Dougall said. "When they're beholden to someone to appoint them, independence is lost." 

The initiative would also end the flow of corporate contributions to legislative candidates and impose caps of $2,500 on individual donations and $5,000 on contributions from political action committees over each two-year period. 

Notably, it would also ban all lobbyist gifts of meals and admission to events, allowing lawmakers to accept only "light refreshments of negligible value." 

11 August – Huntsman out as guv, takes new post as ambassador 

by Brandon Loomis, Salt Lake Tribune

Immediately after Huntsman's resignation, he joined his lieutenant governor, incoming Gov. Gary Herbert, for his inauguration just outside the Gold Room doors in the Capitol rotunda. Herbert will become Utah's 17th governor, and has said he will run in a special election next year to determine the office holder until the next regular election in 2012.

11 August – Gubernatorial advice: Huntsman urges successor Herbert to defy intolerance, 

by Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
As he leaves office, Gov. Jon Huntsman Jr. is advising his replacement to stand up to the "most intemperate, intolerant voices" who, even though they tend to be the loudest, don't speak for the majority of Utahns. 

It is easy to mistake the calls from the "self-appointed arbiters of morality and virtue, who are the loudest, providing a lot of the cacophony that tends to consume our political dialogue," as the voice of the people. But that is wrong, Huntsman said in an interview with The Salt Lake Tribune . 

"You step into this office, you fill these shoes and a new reality emerges and that is you've got 2.7 million Utahns who don't have a lobbyist, who don't have a special interest representative, who just want good, competent, ethical leadership, and they've got voices that matter," Huntsman said. 

12 August – UTAH’S NEW CEO

Gov. Gary Herbert sets a conservative tone for the state as leadership changes midterm.
By Robert Gehrke and Brandon Loomis

Salt Lake Tribune
14 August – Southwick case: Suspect: I'm a victim, not agent of massive fraud
Court records, e-mails portray role of former LDS bishop.

Tom Harvey, Salt Lake Tribune
St. George resident Bill Hammons said he tried to tell his friend not to turn over the money to the Ogden businessman-turned-scam artist. 

"I told him specifically, and I even called him again before, on the day he was going to send his money. I told him don't do it. I said, seems like things are not right," Hammons said in deposition for a lawsuit. 

 Still, according to court documents, Hammons accepted fees for the transaction by Baer, who became the last among 800 or so people who still are owed about $180 million as the result of what is believed to be the largest fraud scheme in state history. 

Those "referral fees" were among at least $7.9 million Hammons received from Southwick over the years for helping bring in tens of millions of dollars from investors to VesCor, supposedly for real estate development and commercial loans. Much of the money came from Mormons in Las Vegas, where Hammons was once a commercial real estate agent and an LDS bishop, and from southern Utah, where he eventually retired. 

13 August - Nationwide 'kiss-in' planned for Saturday
by Aaron Falk, Deseret News
The Great Nationwide Kiss-In" is planned in major cities across the country Saturday, including a third kiss-in for Salt Lake City.

This time, however, protesters won't be focused on The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

"The kiss-in is not an attack on the Mormon Church but a show of solidarity with (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) couples and a celebration of simple displays of affection," said activist and event organizer Ash Johnsdottir.

15 August – Sarah’s Ghoulish Carousel 

by New York Times Op-Ed Columnist Maureen Dowd

Sarah — who fretted that her parents and son Trig might be in danger from Obama “death panels” — that we should be very wary about trusting government with end-of-life decisions.

She took a forum, Facebook, more commonly used by kids hooking up and cyberstalking, and with one catchy phrase, several footnotes and a zesty disregard for facts, managed to hijack the health care debate from Mr. Obama.

She has successfully caricatured the White House health care effort, making it sound like the plot of the 1976 sci-fi movie “Logan’s Run,” about a post-apocalyptic society with limited resources where you can live only until age 30, when you must take part in an extermination ceremony called “Carousel” or flee the city. 

Painting the Giacometti-esque Emanuel as a creepy Dr. Death, Palin attacked him on her Facebook page a week ago, complaining that his “Orwellian thinking” could lead to a “death panel” with bureaucrats deciding whether to pull the plug on less hardy Americans.

Never mind that Palin herself had endorsed some of the same end-of-life counseling she now depicts as putting Grandma down. 
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Pat Bagley, Salt Lake Tribune, August 15, 2009

16 August – Huntsman’s advice to Herbert apt by Paul Rolly, Salt Lake Tribune
Two recent displays of political outrage remind me of former Gov. Jon Huntsman Jr.'s advice to his successor, Gary Herbert: to defy intolerance from the fringe minority that, while loud, doesn't speak for the majority of Utahns.

16 August- Gay-rights backers gather for smooch rally
Kiss-in » Utah's event was part of a coordinated 50-city show of affection.

By Roxanna Orellana, Salt Lake Tribune

18 August –  Church of Latter Day Saints launches blog: GetReligion.org Provides Context to AP "Image" Story by Lyman Kirkland
“In her post, GetReligion blogger Mollie Ziegler points out several concerns she has, and which we share, with an Associated Press article (`Kiss-ins' Smack Back at Mormon Church as Faith's Image Suffers From Calif. Gay Marriage Fight) that ran over the weekend. See Ziegler's post here.”
25 August - Sen. Kennedy dies after battle with brain cancer, Associated Press
Boston » Sen. Edward M. Kennedy of Massachusetts, the last surviving brother in an enduring political dynasty and one of the most influential senators in history, died Tuesday night at his home on Cape Cod after a yearlong struggle with brain cancer. He was 77.

24 August – Sen. Chris Buttars vs. anti-discrimination bill 

Senator says he may try to quash law if S.L. OKs it 

by Aaron Falk, Deseret News
Published: Monday, Aug. 24, 2009 8:48 p.m. MDT  

Salt Lake Mayor Ralph Becker said he was "committed to eradicating discrimination in our city" last month as he unveiled the ordinance aimed at providing fair housing and employment protection for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender residents.

Buttars, however, said the LGBT community doesn't fall under the same protective umbrella as race, age and religion, which "affect everybody."

"We've never done what they're asking," he said, "nor have I seen any evidence that it needs to be done."

The Human Rights Commission of Salt Lake City released a report last month detailing incidences of discrimination in the city, many of which involved LGBT residents, but Buttars questioned the validity of some of those claims.

"I have never seen any facts to back it up," he said. "They want to say they're being hurt more than someone else, I guess. If anybody had a right to special protection it would be Mormons; they've been persecuted but not as bad as the American Indian. But they're not pounding on the newspaper's door. Or the Jewish people; the Jewish people have lots of people hate them. I love them. But you know that's true."
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2 September – Parents upset over 'leftist propaganda' video
Education » Principal apologizes for showing 'I Pledge' to students.

[excerpt] Gayle Ruzicka, president of conservative Utah Eagle Forum, said the video was blatantly political. She said other offensive pledges included, "I pledge to be of service to Barack Obama," "I pledge allegiance to the funk, to the united funk of funkadelica," and pledges to not use plastic grocery bags and not flush the toilet after urinating. 

"It's very inappropriate to show a radical, leftist propaganda piece that political to children," Ruzicka said. "If parents want their children to learn about those things and do them in the home, wonderful, fine, but it's not the place of the school to show a one-sided propaganda piece to children without parents knowing about it." 

Cieslewicz said such values should be decided in the home, not at school. 

"They shouldn't be troubling our youth with the woes of the world and making them feel like we're in slavery or they have to worry about how many times they flush the toilet or if they have a plastic water bottle," Cieslewicz said, referring to pledges in the video to "end slavery." 

Ruzicka said she contacted local media about the video after receiving complaints from several parents. Ruzicka said she worried the video's messages would confuse children whose parents might choose to use plastic bags when shopping or who want their children to flush the toilet after every use. Also she said she didn't like a pledge "to be of service to Barack Obama" as he is here to serve Americans, not the other way around. 

Ruzicka said she'd like to see the school district send a link to the video to all parents before an upcoming back-to-school night so they can voice their opinions and discuss it with their children. Williams said it's unlikely the district will send out a link, but parents are welcome to access the video on YouTube. 

3 September – Herbert names panel to scour state government
Government » Guv promises committee won't make a slash and burn campaign.

By Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
Utah Gov. Gary Herbert appointed five experienced cost-cutters to try to root out inefficiencies in government Thursday, an effort to cope with a looming $700 million budget shortfall.

"This is not designed to be a slash-and-burn and cut-through-the-bone advisory group. This really is something that ought to be done and I would say ought to be done even when we were running surpluses," Herbert said.

The commission will take 10 to 12 weeks to formulate its first round of recommended efficiency measures, a tight time frame aimed at helping Herbert formulate his first budget recommendations, due to the Legislature by December.

The second phase will take a longer-term look at how government functions and make recommendations in November 2010.

6 September -  Governor supports allowing students to watch Obama speech 

by Tribune staff and news services, Salt Lake Tribune
[excerpt] Republican Gov. Gary Herbert supports President Barack Obama's plan to deliver a televised back-to-school speech to the nation's students Tuesday, saying he sees "nothing but good coming out of this."

Herbert said he favors letting students listen to the speech, and he thinks it will foster a dialogue between parents and their children.

"I think it's great. To hear from the president of the United States is an important thing," he said Saturday. "I'd like to hear what he has to say.

"I hope parents will take the opportunity to discuss the issues with their children, hear what the president's views are and what his vision is for the future of America. If they agree, then explain that. If they disagree, explain to their children why. I see nothing but good coming out of this," he said.

…Conservative critics have charged that the speech is an underhanded attempt at political indoctrination.

7 September – Obama exhorts kids to pay attention in school
Ann Sanner, The Associated Press
8 September – Obama's school speech dodges divisive politics, pushes personal responsibilityHidden agenda? » Ruzicka says White House could have dodged flak by being more upfront.

Matthew D. LaPlante, Salt Lake Tribune
9 September – Utah-Nevada water plan draws fire
Resources » The proposal would divide water from the Snake Valley aquifer equally.

By Patty Henetz, Salt Lake Tribune
"We don't have any surplus water in Snake Valley. For goodness' sake, we're the epicenter of the drought," said Cecil Garland, who has ranched the West Desert near Callao for 36 years.

Garland said Snake Valley soils would blow away if the water-table were to drop more than 100 feet, which scientists with the Utah Geological Survey have said would be likely with the pumping…

Dust storms out of Nevada, said Brian Moench, president of Utah Physicians for a Healthy Environment, would carry millions of tons of toxic substances, including mercury, an asbestoslike substance called erionite, radioactive particles left from 900 nuclear tests conducted in Nevada and fungus spores that cause valley fever, a potentially lethal infection spreading across the desert Southwest.

10 September – Nebo students to hear Obama after all
Politics » District says it barred speech because it didn't have enough info about it.

Donald W. Meyers, Salt Lake Tribune

The district will show the speech, in which Obama urged students to work hard and stay in school, during the last hour of the school day Sept. 17. If parents do not want their children to participate, they will be excused.
12 September – Glenn Beck's '912 Project' draws a crowd to Capitol
Rally » Chaffetz, Ruzicka spoke at event labeled 'nonpartisan.'

By David Burger, Salt Lake Tribune
More than 1,500 people gathered Saturday morning on the Utah Capitol lawn to participate in a rally supporting the "912 Project," a movement promoted by conservative TV talk show host Glenn Beck that he says seeks to recreate the sense of unity that Americans felt the day after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Despite claims to be a nonpartisan effort, speakers such as Rep. Jason Chaffetz and Gayle Ruzicka, president of the Utah Eagle Forum, spoke to a crowd that was loudly critical of President Barack Obama's administration and his allies in the Democrat-controlled Congress.

…Ruzicka told the crowd to "take back the Republican party ... [and] take back America by working together."

"I remember a country I would love to see again," said Rep. Carl Wimmer, R-Herriman, as he spoke about the day after 9/11, when he said Democrats and Republicans shared a sense of purpose and unity and all Americans were patriotic.

Some in the crowd wore patriotic hats and Constitutional Congress-era outfits, many waved banners that read "Don't Tread on Me," and signs that said:

» I disagree with Barack Obama because he's 100 percent Socialist ... Not because he's 50 percent black!

» Man made global warming is a hoax

» Abort Obama, not babies

» No New Spending -- No Cap & Trade -- No Government Health Care
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17 September - Lawmakers push back against ethics initiative
Legislation » They worry the measure could have unintended consequences

Robert Gehrke and Cathy McKitrick, Salt Lake Tribune
Republican lawmakers are lining up against a citizens' initiative effort to impose new, stringent ethics guidelines on the Utah Legislature. 

Senate leaders said Wednesday that they have serious concerns about the ethics drive, fearing it could deter qualified people from serving in the Legislature out of fear of falling victim to ethics complaints. 

"If there are people out there who have political intentions they will use this as a club time and time again," said Senate Majority Leader Sheldon Killpack, R-Syracuse. 

17 September – Lawmakers want delay in water deal
Snake Valley » They urge the state government to wait for an advisory council to consider it.

By Brandon Loomis, Salt Lake Tribune
Utah lawmakers on Wednesday urged the state Department of Natural Resources to delay signing a deal with Nevada to split the Snake Valley's groundwater at least until an advisory council is appointed and considers the issue.

… 

Rep. Mike Noel, R-Kanab, voted against the resolution seeking a delay and cited sensitivity between the states concerning another water project that affects his region: a proposed Lake Powell pipeline to southwestern Utah.

20 September – Alleged scheme recruiter is charged in Utah
Fraud » Prosecutors say the 'investment adviser' swindled a woman he met at church.

By Lindsay Whitehurst, Salt Lake Tribune
A Taylorsville man accused of helping to bilk Mormons and others out of tens of millions of dollars in California is facing criminal charges in Utah. 

Dan Merriman, 39, is accused of taking more than $1.3 million from at least two people while representing himself as a financial adviser in Utah County from 2005 through 2008, according to court documents. 

Most of the money came from Highland resident LuElla Day, who was 76 when they met, said Chief Deputy Utah County Attorney Tim Taylor. Merriman approached Day in 2006 after he taught a class on "investment opportunities" for her LDS congregation, according to court documents.  

"He came to her and said the bishop had asked him to take care of LuElla," said Taylor. "However, the bishop did not say that." 

25 September – Banks will be the new owners of U.S. newspapers
MediaNews chairman also reveals Tribune will soon charge for some online content

By Paul Beebe, Salt Lake Tribune
25 September – Herbert wants a water deal
Utah-Nevada » But governor isn't sure he likes the current one.

By Patty Henetz, Salt Lake Tribune
25 September – TSA union fires back at Chaffetz
SLC airport » Spokeswoman says lawmaker picked the full-body scan line; he replies, 'I wouldn't do that.'

By Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
The union representing Transportation Security officers said Friday that Utah Rep. Jason Chaffetz voluntarily got in a line to go through an airport security screening that takes an image of the passenger's body -- a technology Chaffetz wants done away with…

"For the union to suggest I got in that line is absurd. Logically why would you? Of course I wouldn't do that," he said. 

Chaffetz said the union is misrepresenting what happened, and he suspects it's because he had voted a week earlier to prevent TSA workers from engaging in collective bargaining. 

"The union is solidifying my contention that they're just out to harass me," he said. 
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1 October – Snake Valley water deal could kill Utahns, docs warn
Vegas pipeline » The Utah Medical Association presses the governor to nix the accord with Nevada.

By Patty Henetz, Salt Lake Tribune

Utah's top physicians' group warns that a proposed agreement to divide Snake Valley water with Nevada could expose the public to carcinogens, radiation and valley fever and jeopardize Utahns' very lives. 

In a letter sent this week to Gov. Gary Herbert, Senate President Mike Waddoups and the Utah Department of Natural Resources, the Utah Medical Association rips the proposal for its flimsy science, lack of data on potential air-quality damage and a failure to consider long-term health risks for downwinders. 
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4 October – LDS Church posts tougher signs on plaza
Private property » New warning makes it easier to remove offenders.

New signs have gone up on downtown Salt Lake City's Main Street Plaza. Visitors now are on notice: "The [LDS] Church reserves the right to refuse access to any person for any reason." …

In July, church guards detained a gay couple after they shared a kiss on the plaza. The guards called Salt Lake City police, who cited the two men for trespassing. But City Prosecutor Sim Gill declined to press charges, saying the church's signs failed to adequately warn the couple that they were entering private property. 

[Sign not proper.  Now it is.  Reads: “The Church of Jesus Christ of LDS makes clear:  The Plaza is private property and the Church, as owner, has the right to let you in, keep you out, or usher you off the property.  FOR ANY REASON.  ESPECIALLY GENITALIA.]

14 October – Mormon-tied gay rights groups join in blasting LDS apostle's Prop 8 comments
Civil rights »They argue the church overstepped its own policy of political neutrality.

By Jeremiah Stettler, Salt Lake Tribune
LDS apostle Dallin H. Oaks called on Mormon faithful last week not to be silenced by post-Proposition 8 intimidation, urging members to insist on the free exercise of religion. The LDS leader, a former Utah Supreme Court justice, said students "must not be deterred or coerced into silence" by advocates for "alleged civil rights." 

Oaks then condemned the protests, business boycotts, firings of church members and vandalism of LDS meetinghouses that followed the election, comparing them to voter intimidation employed against blacks in the South during the civil rights movement. 
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19 October –'Latter-day capitalist' Rick Koerber: Rags to riches and back again
Real estate » Now facing charges, Latter-day capitalist Rick Koerber built a $100 million operation in Utah County only to end up broke.

By Tom Harvey, Salt Lake Tribune
19 October -  Herbert opens floodgates for bigger donations 

Funds » Republican seeking checks for up to $50k for fall fundraiser.

by Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
"Governor Herbert has chosen not to institute the $10,000 cap that applied under the last administration, but has disclosed those top donors prominently, so there is no question as to who they are.  This is consistent with the governor's position on campaign finance and disclosure." Herbert's spokeswoman, Angie Welling
Gala Sponsors: 

$50,000 » Merit Medical, Utah Association of Realtors, Wadsworth Brothers Construction and, jointly, Deseret Power and Utah Rural Electric PAC.

$25,000 » Bill Barrett Corp., Layton Cos., Rancho Markets, Workers Compensation Fund.

$10,000 » Chevron, Comcast, IM Flash Technologies, Nu Skin, Questar, Qwest, Rocky Mountain Power, Zions Bank.

19 October- Is climate changing in Utah's Capitol on global warming?
Science » Lawmakers to hear from two witnesses: a U. expert and a notable 'denier.'

By Judy Fahys, Salt Lake Tribune
When Utah scientist Jim Steenburgh steps up to a legislative witness table this week, he will be the first climatologist ever to testify to state lawmakers about likely climate changes in store for Utah.

But despite the University of Utah professor's landmark appearance, he's not attracting the most attention in advance of Wednesday's hearing:

Roy Spencer is.  A standout among the world's most prominent climate-change "deniers," the former NASA scientist is the only other climatologist the Public Utilities and Technology Interim Committee has invited.

...Spencer's computer models have been discredited in the scientific community and his analysis deemed "completely fringe," Davies said. None of the established scientific societies has echoed the Alabama scientist's findings.

"The only conclusion I can discern," Davies said, "is that they [lawmakers] are looking for cover to make decisions that go against what the scientific community has recommended."

Michael Mielke, a Salt Lake City climate activist, criticized Spencer's scientific conclusions, along with his belief in creationism and ties to Exxon-Mobil.

"To say that he is fringe is gross understatement," Mielke said. "Too bad that too many in Utah have their wallets obscuring the 95 percent likelihood that we face climate chaos."

20 October – Supplement makers give big money to Chaffetz
Donors » Companies have given $30,500 to the congressman since July

By Matt Canham, Salt Lake Tribune
Between these trade groups, Nu Skin and Basic Research, Chaffetz has collected more than $80,000 in total donations from the supplement industry since first running for Congress in 2007, making it one of his major funding sources. He expects more in the months and years to come.

"It is an industry I could and should continue to do well with," he said.

21 October – Lawmakers hear contrasting primers on climate change
Science » Testimony leaves many still unsure about policy stands.

By Judy Fahys, Salt Lake Tribune
Climatologist, author and former NASA scientist, Roy Spencer told lawmakers Wednesday that Mother Nature is responsible for climate change. But Jim Steenburgh, professor and atmospheric department chairman at the U of U, said there's little question among most scientists that human activity is a significant factor in warming. 

Hatch to Obama: 'Strong' anti-trust case against BCS, urges Justice probe 

by Thomas Burr

Salt Lake Tribune, October 22, 2009

22 October – Cost savings from Utah's 4-day work week fall short of projections
Poll planned » State will survey public on government schedule shift.

By Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
 Utah government's shift to a 4-day work schedule hasn't saved the $3 million in energy costs that Gov. Jon Huntsman Jr. promised last year, but state officials said Wednesday it has led to about $700,000 in efficiencies.
…Hansen said the state fleet has also seen the miles traveled in state vehicles drop by 3 million miles in the past year, a savings of $1.4 million. Some of that, anecdotally, has been tied to the change in the work week.
22 October – Independent ethics panel gaining support in Legislature
Reform steps » Lawmakers may act before initiative could go to ballot

By Cathy McKitrick, Salt Lake Tribune
 The ethics interim committee -- the first of its sort for Utah -- is hoping to be able to forward legislation after its November meeting to the full Legislature for its consideration during the 2010 session.

Committee members face pressure to bring significant legislation forward, since a comprehensive ethics reform citizens initiative may go to voters next November.

21 October – Utah on pace to meet renewable-energy goal
by Patty Henetz, Salt Lake Tribune
Utah is on track for renewable power to account for 20 percent of its energy total by 2025 even though wind, solar and geothermal now account for only about a half percent of the mix, a state official said Wednesday.

[???]

22 October – Lawmakers debate sex ed
Politics » Discussion continues over possible changes.

 Sen. Stephen Urquhart, R-St. George, and Rep. Lynn Hemingway, D-Holladay, have decided to work together to create a bill to change and clarify sex education in Utah. 
[Sen. Chris Buttars, R-West Jordan] had already flown in psychiatrist and author Miriam Grossman to talk about the topic on his own dime.
Grossman spent about a half hour talking about how not enough scientific facts are included in sex education and how the national Planned Parenthood promotes what she considers to be high-risk sexual behavior among teens.
"The primary goals of these organizations is not to fight disease," Grossman said. "It is to create a society that tolerates, indeed celebrates, any kind of sexual activity."

Many committee members agreed that more scientific facts should be included in Utah's sex education, but several said they weren't sure what Planned Parenthood had to do with changing Utah's sex ed laws.
… Ultimately, Sen. David Hinkins, R-Orangeville, proposed a motion to urge the legislature "to consider any person or organizations that promotes, recommends or teaches high-risk sexual behavior, Web sites, examples or talks" as not appropriate in public schools.

The motion passed 7-4, though at least one lawmaker, Sen. Patricia Jones, D-Holladay, voted against it after she said she didn't understand its intent.

After the meeting, Hemingway called the motion "an attack on people who disagree with their philosophy."

19 October – Did Utah blink in Snake Valley talks?
Water » New documents show Beehive State's position changed after Nevada's threats.

By Patty Henetz, Salt Lake Tribune
About halfway through secret four-year negotiations on how a reluctant Utah could share the Snake Valley aquifer with Nevada, a Silver State official and a Las Vegas water utility threatened they could take the matter to court or to Congress, memos and e-mails show.

22 October- Legislative leaders outraged by land agency bonuses
Agency defends payouts » Spokesman defends bonuses as accounting tactic.

By Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
Lawmakers are furious at top officials of Utah's school trust lands administration, saying they received double bonuses in June to get around a prohibition on bonuses in the current lean budget year.

26 October- Tribune, D-News daily circulation down from a year ago
News media » But visits to Tribune Web site and page views are both up about 5%

26 October – BYU scientists take lawmakers to task on climate change issues
Climate change » In letter, 18 scientists urge legislators to separate the science from politics.

A group of earth scientists at conservative Brigham Young University has sent a stinging rebuke to state lawmakers on their recent handling of climate-change science. 

The 18 scientists wrote the governor and legislators Oct. 26, urging them to "consider separating the science from the policy issues." They challenged lawmakers for giving the "fringe" position of a climate skeptic equal weight to that of the broad, scientific consensus that climate change is happening, largely because of human activities. 
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… The scientists sent the letter five days after the Public Utilities and Technology Interim Committee heard from Roy Spencer, an Alabama climatologist who doubts human activities are largely responsible for climate change, and Jim Steenburgh, chairman and professor of atmospheric sciences at the University of Utah.

30 October – Guv raises $1 million in elaborate fundraiser 

Gary's glitzy gala: Herbert raises $1M in elaborate fundraiser 

Politics » Big spenders get face time with the governor.

by Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune 
31 October – Utah Jazz: Millsap in tune
Reserve forward scores 23 points to help Utah win its home opener.

By Ross Siler, Salt Lake Tribune

They pulled out all the stops for the Jazz's home opener Friday, with the full 360-member Mormon Tabernacle Choir singing the national anthem, but it was Paul Millsap who proved to be a one-man saving grace in their 111-98 victory over the Los Angeles Clippers.
NOVEMBER 2009

2 November – Sex Talk – Trib editorial:  The Talk/Utah PTA

6 November- The Onion: Faux news you can use -- for a laugh
Lecture » Writer for The Onion on crafting satiric news.

By Ben Fulton, Salt Lake Tribune,
Funny as its headlines may be, there's a serious argument to be made that no media outlet in the past two decades has wielded more influence than The Onion. Some of the satirical newspaper's writers have gone on to write and produce "The Daily Show with Jon Stewart" and "The Colbert Report," two of the most widely viewed programs for delivering news garnished with punch lines…

"New Heart Device Allows Cheney to Experience Love" and "U.S. Blowjoblessness at All-Time High." [by writer Chad Nackers]

7 November – Noel's war on climate science threatens us all
By Brian Moench, BurningIssues.org

In February of this year Rep. Mike Noel summed up his life's work with this statement: "We ought to declare open warfare on environmentalists."

9 November- "No More Mr. Nice Gays" 

Sean Means, Salt Lake  Tribune Culture Vulture

If LDS Apostle Dallin H. Oaks thought he was feeling persecuted before, he ain't seen nothing yet.

Oaks made a big stink last month when, in a speech at Brigham Young University-Idaho, he compared protests against Mormons by gay-rights supporters to the tactics used against African-Americans in the civil-rights battles of the 1960s.

Ignoring the historical revisionism (like how Mormon leaders back in the '60s opposed what LDS President Ezra Taft Benson called the "so-called civil-rights movement"), Oaks' statement drew sharp criticism for comparing protests and a few random acts of vandalism to the systemic suppression of rights during the Jim Crow days. The comparison was even more offensive to gays and lesbians because they argue it's the LDS Church that's doing the persecuting, by its involvement in a political campaign to deny gays a civil right: To marry legally.

11 November – Salt Lake City adopts pro-gay statutes -- with LDS Church support
Dialogue » Ordinances would protect against housing and employment discrimination and are a first for Utah

By Matt Canham, Derek P. Jensen and Rosemary Winters, Salt Lake Tribune
Hours after the LDS Church announced its support Tuesday night of proposed Salt Lake City ordinances aimed at protecting gay and transgender residents from discrimination in housing and employment, the City Council unanimously approved the measures.

11 November – Off the Agenda: Gay-rights bombshell blew up in Sutherland's face
Minutes before the LDS Church's startling announcement of support for Salt Lake City's anti-discrimination laws, one of Utah's conservative mouthpieces insisted it would not happen. 

Standing in the City Council Chamber, the Sutherland Institute's Jeff Reynolds told reporters rumors of the church's support were both ridiculous and a glaring case of "journalistic fraud." The church, Reynolds said, simply would proclaim nonopposition to the ordinances. 

Then church spokesman Michael Otterson strode to the lectern to deliver the bombshell. Soon after, Reynolds skedaddled to write a response that showed up two hours later. Blindsided by the news, Sutherland nonetheless reiterated its call for the Legislature to kill the ordinances, which outlaw firing or eviction in Utah's capital based on a person being gay or transgender. 

Sutherland's argument: Such measures mean "marriage will die by a thousand cuts." 

"As a public-relations opportunity, the LDS Church's statement before the Salt Lake City Council may assuage the minds and soften the hearts of advocates of "gay rights" in Utah, the think tank argued. As a policy statement, it is problematic. 

"The approved ordinances," Sutherland continued, "are vague, dangerously broad and unjust to the parties they seek to regulate." 
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13 November – Palin in book: McCain aides kept me 'bottled up'
by Richard T. Pienciak, The Associated Press
In Palin's new memoir, Going Rogue , she confirms reports of tension between her aides and those of the 2008 Republican presidential candidate, Sen. John McCain. The vice presidential candidate confirms that she had wanted to speak on election night, but was denied the chance and says she was kept "bottled up" from reporters during the campaign. 

Palin also writes harshly of CBS anchor Katie Couric, whom she describes as "badgering" and biased. Palin's series of interviews with Couric were widely regarded as disastrous, leaving the impression of an ill-informed candidate who was unsuited for the job. 

The 413-page book with 16 pages of color photos but no index comes out Tuesday, Nov. 17. The Associated Press purchased a copy Thursday. Going Rogue , with a first printing of 1.5 million copies, has been at or near the top of Amazon.com and other best-seller lists for weeks, ever since publisher HarperCollins announced that the book had been completed quickly and the release date was being moved up from next spring. 

17 November – Getting to know Gary

For many Utahns, Herbert still Gov. Unknown 

Poll » Nearly one in four have no opinion of leader's job performance.

by Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
9 November – 'Joe the plumber' stumps in Utah for Senate candidate
Politics » Cherilyn Eager is challenging Bob Bennett.

By Cathy McKitrick and Mark Havnes, Salt Lake Tribune
19 November – Buttars: An unlikely ally for gays?
Rights » Lawmaker 'very well might' sponsor anti-bias legislation -- with strict limits and 'no creep.'

By Rosemary Winters and Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
"Maybe we ought to have a statewide bill that allows those things," Buttars said, "but that's all it allows. No creep." 

Buttars said he opposes any "legislative creep" toward gay marriage. 

The senator, who previously talked about running a bill to overturn Salt Lake City's newly minted ordinances, said his stance changed after the LDS Church announced its support last week of the capital's plan to protect gay and transgender people from discrimination in housing and employment. 

21 November – Guv's climate panel is mostly cloudy by Judy Fahys, Salt Lake Tribune
Environment » Guests a secret, but organizer says science will be key.

“Gov. Gary Herbert says the scientific jury is still out on climate change and he has promised an honest-to-goodness debate on one of the major policies of our time. 

While the new administration is beginning to move on the pledge first made in August, the shape and nature of the forum has yet to crystallize.”

“Ted Wilson, Herbert's new environment czar, echoes the idea that balance is essential.”
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21 November -  Glenn Beck Stakes Out Activist Role in Politics
by Brian Stetler, New York Times
Glenn Beck, the popular and outspoken Fox News host, says he wants to go beyond broadcasting his opinions and start rallying his political base — formerly known as his audience — to take action.

To do so, Mr. Beck is styling himself as a political organizer. In an interview, he said he would promote voter registration drives and sponsor a series of seven conventions across the country featuring what he described as libertarian speakers.

22 November - Hatch: A senator since 1776, er, 1976
D.C. Notebook>>Thomas Burr, Matt Canham, Salt Lake Tribune
23 November – Unheavenly Host: Fox News Channel’s latest blowhard.
By Nancy Franklin, The New Yorker

In March, Beck started the 9.12 Project—a forum for frustrated folks, meant to “bring us all back to the place we were on September 12, 2001.” On that day, the Project’s online mission statement says, “we were not obsessed with Red States, Blue States or political parties. We were united as Americans, standing together to protect the greatest nation ever created.” It’s true—we were. But nothing about Beck’s 9.12 Project has even a tinge of that post-9/11 spirit of generosity. One of the “principles” of the organization is “I work hard for what I have and I will share it with who I want to. Government cannot force me to be charitable.” Beck invariably uses his real or feigned bromance with the Founding Fathers to explain his crabbed selfishness; he justifies this “principle” with a quote from George Washington, which actually has an entirely different spirit: “It is not everyone who asketh that deserveth charity; all however, are worth of the inquiry or the deserving may suffer.” 

27 November – Utah lawmakers wrestle with 'liberally construed' laws
Too permissive? » Some fear bureaucrats will grab too much power.

By Brandon Loomis, Salt Lake Tribune
29 November – Utah resorts worry about weather, and Gov. Herbert 

Brock Vergakis - The Associated Press 

Herbert, the former Realtor who took office when Jon Huntsman resigned to become U.S. ambassador to China, maintains that climate science is not settled.

"He's said to me that the jury is out in his mind whether it's man-caused and he thinks and believes that the public jury is still out," said Herbert's environmental adviser, Democrat Ted Wilson.

Herbert's reluctance to acknowledge that greenhouse gases contribute to global warming quietly frustrates Utah ski resorts that depend on state marketing money, but it openly infuriates industry officials elsewhere who liken it to having a debate about whether the world is flat.

"That's just kind of raging ignorance," said Auden Schendler, executive director of sustainability for Aspen (Colo.) Skiing Co. "We're not environmentalists, we're business people. We have studied the hell out of the climate science. To have a neighboring governor not believe it ... It's absurd."

30 November – BYU vs. Utah football: Utah fans lash back at Hall
by Lindsay Whitehurst, Salt Lake Tribune
BYU football: QB Hall's apology says rant overboard
Senior says his tirade was meant for worst fans.

By Jay Drew, Salt Lake Tribune
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2 December – House says no to foreign N-waste
Utah issue » EnergySolutions claims jobs at stake; bigger challenge looms in Senate.

By Thomas Burr, Salt Lake Tribune
“The U.S. House overwhelmingly passed legislation Wednesday that would bar low-level radioactive waste from being brought from foreign countries into the United States for disposal. The measure is aimed squarely at EnergySolutions' efforts to bring 20,000 tons of Italian waste to Tennessee for processing, then ship some 1,600 tons of radioactive leftovers to the company's Tooele County site for burial.”

“Two of Utah's House members, Matheson and Republican Jason Chaffetz, are cosponsors of the bill and voted for the measure Wednesday. GOP Rep. Rob Bishop, a former EnergySolutions lobbyist who represents the district that contains the EnergySolutions' disposal site in Tooele County, was absent.”

4 December – Let the private sector flourish, Romney says
by Marc Haddock, Deseret News
“PROVO — The most effective way for the federal government to stimulate the economy is to get out of the way of the country's entrepreneurs, according to former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney.

That's the message he delivered Thursday at a ribbon cutting for APX Alarm's new 125,000-square-foot corporate headquarters at Provo's Riverwoods.”

Romney, a candidate for the Republican presidential nomination in 2008 and a likely GOP presence in the 2012 race, appeared at the ribbon cutting as a favor to Alex Dunn, APX's chief operating officer.

Dunn worked on Romney's gubernatorial campaign and later served as his deputy chief of staff. Dunn also was executive director of the Massachusetts Republican Party during part of Romney's term in office.”

4 December – Ex-LDS bishop pleads guilty to Ponzi scheme
Courts » Voice breaks when he admits guilt in Denver court.

By Andy Vuong, Denver Post
Denver » Admitted Ponzi schemer Shawn Merriman, a former LDS bishop who swindled millions from investors to fund a lavish lifestyle -- including safari trips and a collection of Rembrandt and Picasso works -- pleaded guilty Wednesday to criminal mail fraud and faces up to 20 years in federal prison.

Under a plea deal with prosecutors, Merriman agreed to forfeit any assets or proceeds he gained from the fraud, such as sports memorabilia, antique cars and dozens of framed fine artworks.

Merriman is accused of bilking at least 68 investors and seven entities out of $21 million from June 1994 to February 2009. He admits to the scheme but did not agree to the amount victims say they lost, a figure that could factor into the severity of his sentence.

	6 December – Hatch on health care reform: 'It is enough to make you barf'


D.C. Notebook>>Thomas Burr, Matt Canham, Salt Lake Tribune
6  December -  ‘The Gay’ helped build bridges in Senate McCoy's extraordinary impact on the Utah Senate 

by Pat McEntee, Salt Lake Tribune
	


7 December – Hatch gains a new 'seat' of power in the Senate 

by Thomas Burr, Salt Lake Tribune,
7 December – North Star: Populism, politics, and the power of Sarah Palin.
By Sam Tanenhaus, The New Yorker

“Palin’s supporters identify with her: she represents the erasure of any distinction between the governing and the governed”

9 December - 'Going Rogue': Hundreds brave cold for Palin's book, autograph
by Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
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Pat Bagley, Salt Lake Tribune, Image dated: 12/09/09 (Daryl Cagle’s Political Cartoonists Index)

	10 December – Hatch composes catchy Jewish holiday tribute 

Music » 'Eight Days of Hanukkah' recording the next big hit?

by Mark Leibovich, New York Times


	


Eight Days of Hanukkah (Orrin Hatch’s video)

10 December – 'Going Rogue': Hundreds brave cold for Palin's book, autograph
by Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
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10 December – Koerber pleads not guilty to new charges in alleged multimillion-dollar fraud
by Tom Harvey, Salt Lake Tribune
Rick Koerber, the Utah County man accused of a massive fraud involving at least $100 million, pleaded not guilty Thursday to 22 federal charges.

12 December – Restaurants weathering storm, for now
Recession » Utahns are staying home for dinner more often, but hope is high for next year.

By Dawn House, Salt Lake Tribune

16 December- Skinny-Dipper Crackdown
Skinny-dippers busted in the middle of the night.

By Jesse Fruhwirth, City Weekly
“The Utah County Sheriff’s Department sparked uproar among the naturist community after deputies issued lewdness citations against eight skinny dippers at the remote Diamond Fork hot springs near Spanish Fork. At least one of the individuals cited plans to challenge the citation, a national naturist group has promised to intervene and a local minister has accused the county of infringing on religious rights. Some are calling for a nude “soak-in” to protest.”

15 December – EnergySolutions pitches 'blending' hotter radioactive waste
Environment » Nuclear Regulatory Commission regulations weighing whether mixing plan violates its rules.

By Thomas Burr, Salt Lake Tribune

16 December – Group fears gun grab
Initiative » GoUtah! says language in ethics bill could lead to gun registry for lawmakers.

By Brandon Loomis, Salt Lake Tribune

At issue in the Utahns for Ethical Government proposal is a conflicts-of-interest section that would require legislators to disclose property that could be subject to government regulation. To vigilant gun owners, that's code for a gun registry because few objects are more regulated, said Charles Hardy, public policy director for the Gun Owners of Utah (GOUtah!). 

"I interpret it that way because that is the obvious, clear reading of the law," Hardy said. His organization has circulated an e-mail urging members and others to reject a petition to put ethics reform on next year's ballot. 

An attorney who helped draft the initiative asserted the gun-registry interpretation is absurd. 

18 December – Is Utah disposal site safe for depleted uranium?
Environment » The material is allowed under EnergySolutions' license, but standards are being reviewed.

By Judy Fahys, Salt Lake Tribune
“Some Utahns say there's no need to worry about burying more depleted uranium in a Utah landfill. Others want the radioactive waste shipped back where it came from, the government cleanup of an atomic weapons site in Savannah River, S.C.” 

“The first third of three planned shipments from Savannah River was already on its way to Utah on Thursday, when Gov. Gary Herbert reached a compromise with the U.S, Energy Department. The deal allows new, state controls to be put in place for DU before any of those 5,408 drums are buried and before the remaining 10,000 are hauled to Utah. 

‘This agreement,’ the Republican governor said Thursday in a news release, ‘allows the State to put into place extra safeguards to ensure the continued health and safety of all Utahns while the Radiation Control Board continues its study of this issue.’” 
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22 December – Restaurants, bars face scarcity of liquor licenses
Hospitality » Lawmakers not inclined to increase number of permits until next year.

By Dawn House, Salt Lake Tribune

24 December – Hatch blasts Dems for 'clandestine' deals 

by Thomas Burr, Salt Lake Tribune
JANUARY 2010

4 January – Chaffetz's first year mix of media and red meat
Politics » This new congressman doesn't believe in keeping his head down.

By Thomas Burr, Salt Lake Tribune
“Chaffetz says he's succeeded in what he wanted to do his first year in office: to communicate with his constituents and be a voice for constraining spending. 

Part of that effort, he notes, was to appear often in the mainstream news media as well as exploit available technology from Facebook to Twitter to YouTube to make his voice louder. Combined, Chaffetz now has about 15,000 friends or followers on Facebook and Twitter and his YouTube videos have garnered 42,000 views.”

4 January – Glenn Beck's stew of venom and fabrications
By Dana Milbank, The Washington Post
“It's official: Americans admire Glenn Beck more than they admire the pope. 

This news, at once unsettling and unsurprising, came from the Gallup polling organization on Wednesday. Beck, the new Fox News host who has said President Obama has a "deep-seated hatred for white people" and alternately likens administration officials to Nazis and Marxists, was also more admired by Americans than Billy Graham and Bill Gates, not to mention Bill Clinton and George H.W. Bush. In Americans' esteem, Beck only narrowly trailed South Africa's Nelson Mandela, the man who defeated apartheid. 

The 45-year-old recovering alcoholic and Mormon convert has become the first true demagogue of the information age. His nightly diet of falsehoods and conspiracies on Fox, and his daily outrages on the radio, have propelled his popularity past even Rush Limbaugh, Bill O'Reilly and Sean Hannity. His method is simple: He goes places where others are forbidden by conscience.” 

7 January – LDS Church media properties to roll out values-based strategy
by Paul Beebe, Salt Lake Tribune
Willes believes the Deseret News and other media properties can produce lively and pertinent products for the world that are grounded in morality, civility, integrity and respect for people's differing views. 

He thinks the audience for values-based news and entertainment is huge and exists far beyond Utah and the Mormon church. 

7 January – Guv ready to make Snake Valley water deal with Nevada
by Brandon Loomis, Salt Lake Tribune
9 January – Lesbian Utah legislator carrying baby for gay couple 
Surrogacy » Christine Johnson says she will be like an aunt to the child.

by Rosemary Winters, Salt Lake Tribune
12 January - Sarah Palin takes job as Fox News commentator
The Associated Press

12 January – Blog names Reid as Mormon of the Year
Contest » Members of staff cite overall presence in the news.

By Peggy Fletcher Stack, Salt Lake Tribune

The staff of a popular Mormon blog announced Monday it has chosen embattled Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid as the 2009 Mormon of the Year, even as several top Republicans called for his resignation. 

"What most made Harry Reid Mormon of the Year was his overall presence in the news and issues that affect peoples lives." 

“A firestorm erupted in recent days, however, over Reid's 2008 description of then-candidate Barack Obama as a "light-skinned" African-American "with no Negro dialect, unless he wanted to have one." 

14 January – Sarah Palin on ‘Glenn Beck’ transcript

Video link FOXNews.com

16 January - Killpack quits Legislature after DUI bust
Politics » GOP colleagues praise senator for 'taking responsibility.'

By Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
21 January – Guv leery of Senate inquiry into Killpack pals
Government » He defends right of free association, including with lobbyists.

 by Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune 

22 January – Supreme Court ruling could rain money on races
Campaign finance » The decision lifts limits on contributions by big entities.

By Cathy McKitrick, Salt Lake Tribune

The country's high court, which shifted to the right with then-President George W. Bush's two appointments, rolled back a 63-year-old law barring corporations and unions from buying ads that promote or attack federal candidates. It also dismantles a ban in the 2002 McCain-Feingold Act on issue-oriented ads by companies or unions 30 days before a primary or 60 days before a general election.
23 January – Profile: BEN McADAMS 

New Senator on hill is LDS, liberal and rising rapidly 

Politics » Becker's key adviser brokers deals with conservatives, die-hard Dems and Mormon leaders.
by Derek P. Jensen, Salt Lake Tribune
25 January – Hatch calls for restart on health care reform
by Thomas Burr, Salt Lake Tribune

Washington » Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, said Sunday that Congress needs to hit the reset button on health care reform and that Republicans will work with their counterparts on new legislation -- if Democrats allow it. 

"I don't know one Republican who does not want health care reform," Hatch said on CNN's State of the Union. "I don't know one Republican who wouldn't try to work together with the Democrats. We weren't even involved in this process. We weren't even asked." 

28 January – Filmmaker calls on 'liar' Buttars to resign
by Rosemary Winters, Salt Lake Tribune

Sen. Chris Buttars is being urged to resign -- again. 

At a Sundance Film Festival screening of "8: The Mormon Proposition," filmmaker Reed Cowan called on the West Jordan Republican to step down because, Cowan said, Buttars is a "liar." 

Buttars said Tuesday he had "no comment." 

Last year, gay-rights supporters pushed for his resignation after Cowan released a fiery, anti-gay interview with the lawmaker. Senate leaders stripped Buttars of his chairmanships on two committees. 

Now, the interview -- in which Buttars calls gay activists "probably the greatest threat to America" and refers to gay households as "combinations of abominations" -- is featured in Cowan's documentary. 

But Cowan said Tuesday he's not calling on Buttars to quit because of his "contrarian" views on gay rights. The filmmaker and former Salt Lake City TV reporter is upset that Buttars is "spreading lies" about the nature of the interview. 

On Sunday, Buttars, who is LDS, told KUTV Channel 2 that he was deceived by Cowan and his crew because they wore Brigham Young University shirts and spoke of serving LDS missions. 

"So I felt pretty comfortable talking to them," Buttars told KUTV, "not knowing they were really after sound bites to try to make me look horrid." 

28 January – Utahns split over teaching students about birth control
by Lisa Schencker, Salt Lake Tribune
28 January - Senate president says lobbyist inquiry is closed
No Reprimand » Senate president says no plans for reprimand of lobbyists

By Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
Senate President Michael Waddoups said he has finished his inquiry into the events that transpired the night of former Sen. Sheldon Killpack's drunken driving arrest and will not take any formal action against anyone involved

As far as he is concerned, Waddoups said, the case is closed.

The Taylorsville Republican said no other lawmakers were involved and he has spoken to the lobbyists who were with Killpack the night he was pulled over. "It seems that the well-known [DUI] incident is the only law-breaking I've been able to find. There certainly were some bad decisions made and we're all aware of those."

29 January – Hatch warns of possible partisan 'war' over health reform
Politics » Utah Republican senator says Democrats are all bluster on potential compromise.

By Matt Canham, Salt Lake Tribune

Reconciliation is a procedure that would allow Democrats to bypass a potential filibuster and pass a bill with a simple majority vote. The rule was created to allow Congress to pass budgets in extreme circumstances and is rarely ever used. Under normal rules it takes 60 votes to overcome a filibuster, but Democrats now control 59 seats after the unexpected Republican victory in the special election in left-leaning Massachusetts last week. 

Hatch said Thursday that using reconciliation would be "one of the worst grabs for power in the history of the country" that would permanently impact relations between the two parties. 

"It is going to be outright war and it should be, because it would be such an abuse of the reconciliation rules," Hatch said. "If they abuse those rules it is going to lead to even more heated animosities between not just the two parties, but even between individual senators." 

29 January – Ruling may sink Snake Valley water deal
Snake Valley » Nevada Supreme Court decision puts the proposed $3.5 billion pipeline on indefinite hold.

By Patty Henetz, Salt Lake Tribune
No Date January -  Supreme Court okays any amount of money from corporations to candidates

FEBRUARY 2010

America not yet lost, but Senate working on it by Paul Krugman

The New York Times>> Salt Lake Tribune Opinion, February 9, 2010

“Rules that used to be workable have become crippling now that one of the nation's major political parties has descended into nihilism, seeing no harm -- in fact, political dividends -- in making the nation ungovernable.”

“It should be a simple message: A vote for a Republican, no matter what you think of him as a person, is a vote for paralysis. But by now, we know how the Obama administration deals with those who would destroy it. 

Sure enough, Robert Gibbs, the White House press secretary, accused Shelby of ‘silliness.’ Yep, that will really resonate with voters. America is not yet lost. But the Senate is working on it.”

1 February- Web, HGTV dote on 'Dooce' 

Blogger » Heather Armstrong cuts cable deal and lands at No. 26 on Forbes 30 most-influential list.

by Lesley Mitchell, Salt Lake Tribune
SLC Blogger Heather Armstrong- 1.5 million readers/month.   Former Mormon living in her mom’s basement with husband & child = Mommy Blogger to professional business enterprise. 

1 February- Utah Legislature: Senate Demos howl at plan to remove wolves from list 

by Josh Smith, Deseret News
“Senate Democrats protested proposed wolf legislation Monday, while Republican supporters said the bill would send a valuable message to the federal government.

The bill's sponsor, Sen. Allen Christensen, R-North Ogden, acknowledged that the bill has aroused emotion on both sides but said the state must act to avert disaster.

‘Wolves are predators, and despite what Disney portrays them as, as loving little fur-balls, they make their living by killing other animals,’ he said.”

1 February -  Great Salt Lake's mercury source can't hide forever 

Environment » Machines installed at the Great Salt Lake last summer are scanning the air.

by Mike Stark, The Associated Press
Scientists may finally be closing in on the source of mercury fouling Utah's Great Salt Lake. 

The Environmental Protection Agency is funding an effort by a University of Utah researcher and others to scan the air over the lake in search of mercury and any hints about where it's coming from. 

Machinery went up near the lake's shore last summer. The latest round of EPA money this spring will pay for data analysis. 

Several years ago, U.S. Geological Survey tests showed the lake had some of the highest mercury readings ever recorded in a United States water body.”

1 February –Corroon and Herbert

Utah gubernatorial candidates: Where they stand 

by Rosemary Winters, Salt Lake Tribune
Wannabes share their stances on gay rights, abortion, liquor laws and more.

2 February – Buttars: Ax high school bus, 12th grade
Proposal » Senator says change could save valuable dollars.

by Lisa Schencker, Salt Lake Tribune
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2 February – U. to undertake study of winter inversions
Environment » Long-sought-after review gets a $1.3M grant to look into dirty 'cold-air pools.'

by Judy Fahys, Salt Lake Tribune

2 February – Senate OKs bill exempting Utah-made guns from firearms laws
by Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune

Legislation sponsored by Sen. Margaret Dayton, R-Orem, would exempt firearms manufactured and sold within Utah from any federal regulations, including criminal-background checks and bans on certain types of weapons. 

It is not a gun bill, Dayton said, but rather about states' rights. Montana and Tennessee have enacted nearly identical laws and, she said, 20 other states are considering such legislation. "This is not a bill about the status quo," Dayton said. "It is a bill about challenging the status quo, and the states have a duty to enact legislation that challenges the courts when there has been legislation that infringes or hurts the rights of the citizen."

Guns? This is so important? Really? by Peg McEntee

Salt Lake Tribune, February 4, 2010

2 February – Hundreds of Utah jobs at risk Outsourcing space flights may ground Utah workers 

Budget » Big boost for education, transportation is proposed.

by Thomas Burr and Matt Canham

Salt Lake Tribune, Saturday, February 2, 2010

4 February – EnergySolutions flips on deal not to expand waste site 
by Judy Fahys, Salt Lake Tribune

	EnergySolutions » Huntsman waste cap "unnecessary," possible expansion could accommodate waste from world, nation for 120 years



	


“EnergySolutions Inc. put the brakes on expansion plans for its Tooele radioactive waste site two years ago in an agreement with then-Gov. Jon Huntsman Jr., who hailed the deal as a ‘monumental win’ for Utah residents. 

But, now that the U.S. District Court for Utah has ruled the waste site is not under the thumb of regional waste authorities, the company says the deal is obsolete.”

4 February – 

Hatch revisits issue of gays in military 

Clarification » He says he does not support a repeal.

by Matt Canham, Salt Lake Tribune
4 February – Conservative talk-show host to pinch-hit at S.L. County GOP dinner by Jeremiah Stettler, Salt Lake Tribune
After its keynote speaker [James O’Keefe] was arrested on suspicion of tampering with a Democratic U.S. senator's [Mary Landrieu] phone, the Salt Lake County Republican Party has found a political talk show host to fill that top slot at its Lincoln Day Dinner. 

It's not Rush Limbaugh or Sean Hannity. 

Instead, the GOP has snagged a pundit by the name of Guy Benson, whose show is heard weekly on Chicago's AM 560 WIND. He's the executive producer of the Sandy Rios Show in Chicago and a contributor to the National Review Online and Breitbart's Big Hollywood blogs. 

Benson, 24, defines himself as the nation's youngest political talk show host serving a top market. 

4 February – Bennett re-election bid gets Newt’s nod

Gingrich endorses Bennett re-election bid 

Politics » Former House speaker says stopping Obama is the important thing.

by Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
“If Republicans fail to oppose the Obama administration, Gingrich said, ‘We’re going to become a secular, socialist system run by a machine.’”

4 February – Hatch to play key role in Comcast-NBC merger 

Campaign cash » Donation from GE chairman capped flurry of checks.

by Matt Canham, Salt Lake Tribune

“Washington » General Electric Chairman Jeffery Immelt sent Sen. Orrin Hatch a $2,000 campaign contribution the same day his company announced a deal giving Comcast controlling interest in NBC Universal. 

It was the first time Immelt has donated to the Utah senator, and yet the contribution capped a fundraising barrage during the previous month where top GE vice presidents and the company's political action committee funneled a total of $23,000 to Hatch's campaign account. 

Hatch is expected to play a key role in the congressional review of the controversial merger. He is the ranking member of the Senate Judiciary's antitrust committee, which will hold its first hearing on the Comcast-NBC deal Thursday. 

A GE spokesman said the contributions' proximity to the merger announcement was a coincidence and nothing more, while Hatch's staff said the donations have no impact on his views.”

4 February – Guv: Coal gift didn’t sway me Herbert given $10K by coal company seeking permit 

Politics » Panguitch residents angry about donation

by Paul Foy, The Associated Press

 “On the same day Gov. Gary Herbert sat down with a coal company that complained regulators were taking too long to issue a strip-mining permit, his campaign aides were cashing a $10,000 check from the company. 

The pleas from Alton Coal Development LLC. did not go unanswered. According to a memo obtained by The Associated Press, state regulators at the meeting agreed to fast-track a decision approving the mine near Panguitch, despite opposition from residents. 

Herbert's office said Wednesday he never ordered regulators to give their approval and didn't know about the company's donation.” 
5 February – Palin e-mails reveal a powerful ‘first dude’ 

In Sarah Palin administration, her spouse was active in state business

by Bill Dedman, msnbc.com

 “Nearly 3,000 pages of e-mails that Todd Palin exchanged with state officials, which were released to msnbc.com and NBC News by the state of Alaska under its public records law, draw a picture of a Palin administration where the governor's husband got involved in a judicial appointment, monitored contract negotiations with public employee unions, received background checks on a corporate CEO, added his approval or disapproval to state board appointments and passed financial information marked ‘confidential’ from his oil company employer to a state attorney.”

5 February - Health exchange open to some large employers by Paul Beebe, Salt Lake Tribune
Change » Leaders hope Utah can reform health insurance without federal help.

“’I'm pleased to know at least here in Utah we are not just talking about it. We are actually doing something about it,’ Herbert said of the program, which has been beset by low participation and unexpectedly high premium costs. Zions Bank; Provo-based APX Alarm; Health Equity, a Salt Lake City health care financial services firm; and the city of Spanish Fork have agreed to take part in the exchange, launched last August. 

Employers will have another insurance option to provide their employees, while the Governor's Office of Consumer Health Services will gain more experience building a state-sponsored health insurance marketplace that could gain wide appeal in Utah.”

5 February – Panel OKs bill to let guv pick chief justice 
Politics » SLC senator questions need for change; ACLU says it violates Constitution; justice asks: How will selection be made?

by Stephen Hunt, Salt Lake Tribune

5 February – Committee says OK to governor naming Utah chief justice 
SB109 » The six-year term would be staggered with governor's terms to limit influence, sponsor says.

by Stephen Hunt, Salt Lake Tribune
A Senate committee has passed a bill that would allow the governor to pick the chief justice of the Utah Supreme Court on Friday. 

SB109 passed 4-2 along party lines, with both Democrats voting against the measure. 

5 February – Lawmaker: Climate change just ruse to control population 

House » Panel votes 10-1 for resolution denouncing the science and proposed bill.

by Judy Fahys, Salt Lake Tribune
“Rep. Mike Noel, the Legislature's chief climate-change skeptic, declared Thursday that global warming is a conspiracy to control world population.”
6 February – Is global warming a plot? Mm, nah 

by Peg McEntee, Salt Lake Tribune
“I just love conspiracy theories. And so, apparently, does Rep. Mike Noel. 

The Kanab Republican thinks there's a big fat conspiracy -- by scientists, the government, news organizations, you name it -- to keep the other side of the global warming debate out of circulation. The other side being, of course, that there's no convincing proof that global warming exists. 

Oh, and that the conspiracy is a front to control world population. 

The vehicle for the message is House Joint Resolution 12, which wants the EPA to can its policies, programs and regulations regarding carbon dioxide (CO2) and its role in global warming until ‘a full and independent investigation of the climate data conspiracy and global warming science can be substantiated.’”

6 February - Palin Assails Obama at Tea Party Meeting 

by Kate Zernike, New York Times
NASHVILLE – As Sarah Palin left the stage at the inaugural National Tea Party Convention here Saturday night, the crowd erupted into chants of “Run Sarah Run!” 

“I think you like her!” said Judson Phillips, the chief organizer of the convention, when the ovation finally stopped and people had stepped down from the chairs where they had been standing and waving flags.

6 February – Legislators hold off studying expansion of anti-bias rulings

Utah Senate » Study bill is off, but so are threats to city, county anti-discrimination ordinances.

7 February – State workers rally against bills to change retirement benefits 

Legislature » The proposals are largely aimed at future hires.

by Lesley Mitchell, Salt Lake Tribune
“Several hundred public employees and retirees rallied Saturday at the state capitol, speaking out against legislative efforts to restructure the state's retirement system. 

They argue that cutting pension benefits for future workers and removing a 1.5 percent 401(k) match for state and school workers would stifle recruitment and retention efforts.”

9 February – Panel advances 3 ethics bills by Cathy McKitrick, Salt Lake Tribune
Senate » Advocates of open-government concerned about shutting out public.

“A trio of ethics measures -- hailed by state senators as a huge step forward -- passed unanimously out of the Senate Government Operations Committee on Monday. 

But several open-government advocates, including the League of Women Voters and the Utah Media Coalition, voiced concerns about how the proposals would further curtail public access to information about elected representatives. 

Sen. John Valentine, R-Orem, is sponsoring three companion measures: 

SJR3 » would establish an independent ethics commission and complaint procedures. 

SB136 » would amend Utah's open-meetings statute to allow the commission to investigate such complaints behind closed doors. 

SB138 » would put any documents related to that investigation, if ultimately deemed without merit, off-limits to the public. “

“Dixie Huefner of Utahns for Ethical Government -- a group that has a petition drive under way to put its own ethics initiative and commission on November's ballot -- told committee members that SJR3 falls short. 

‘It appears to be designed to prevent any complaint from being filed and acted upon,’ Huefner said. 

Combined with SB136 and SB138,  ‘The commission's authority will be quite limited and its actions will be secret forever.’” 

9 Feb- Gary Coleman pleads guilty to domestic violence, avoids jail 

Courts » Former TV star says, 'I've been in better places on my birthday.'

by Don Meyers, Salt Lake Tribune
Santaquin » “Onetime ‘Diff'rent Strokes’ star Gary Coleman got a unique birthday present Monday: A chance to avoid spending a month in the Utah County Jail. 

Coleman, 42, accepted a plea deal on domestic violence charges in the Santaquin Justice Court. In return for pleading guilty to a charge of domestic violence/criminal mischief -- a class B misdemeanor -- prosecutor Brett Rich agreed to drop a domestic violence/assault charge. The charges stem from an April incident between Coleman and his wife, Shannon Price. 

Justice Court Judge Sharla Williams fined the former child star $595 and ordered him to take classes on avoiding domestic violence. She also suspended a 30-day jail sentence, dependent upon Coleman paying his fine in the next year and completing the classes.”

11 Feb- Lawmaker: Budget woes mean in-state tuition goes 

Education » He says with enrollment caps, cuts, there's not room for students who are not documented.

by Sheena McFarland and Brian Maffly, Salt Lake Tribune
 “A bill that would repeal in-state tuition for children of undocumented immigrants is making its sixth legislative appearance in seven years. But this time, proponents will argue that budget cuts and possible enrollment caps means there might not be enough room for citizens, let alone students who aren't documented. 

Rep. Richard Greenwood, R-Roy, is planning to run a bill that would repeal a 2002 state law that grants in-state tuition to undocumented immigrants' children who graduate from a Utah high school.”

12 Feb – Kane County roads case goes to full appeals court 

by Patty Henetz, Salt Lake Tribune
“A federal appeals court will revisit an earlier ruling that found Kane County illegally tore down signs restricting off-highway-vehicle use in the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument and Glen Canyon National Recreation Area.”

12 Feb – Rocks collide with Rockville
Massive rolling boulder rocks town of Rockville 

Hazards » Buildings, vehicles damaged; another rock unstable.

by Mark Havnes, Salt Lake Tribune
“A massive boulder slid off a ridge Wednesday above this tiny town near Zion National Park, rolled 300 feet and shattered. Huge pieces from the boulder then smashed multiple buildings. One shard shot through the back door of a nearby home and then out the front door before demolishing an SUV parked outside.”
12 Feb- House panel votes for bighorn hunt on Antelope Island 

Wildlife » Parks Board also open to proposal as long as conditions are met.

by Tom Wharton, Salt Lake Tribune
 “A hunt for California bighorn sheep and trophy mule deer on Antelope Island came closer to reality on Thursday.  A House subcommittee chaired by Rep. Mike Noel, R-Kanab, voted overwhelmingly to support a hunt while the State Parks Board also voted in favor of the hunt as long as certain management conditions are met.  Noel said he believes trophy hunters would be willing to pay a substantial amount of money, which would go directly to support Antelope Island State Park.” 

12 Feb- Pick utility tax or police fee, not both, says bill 
Comparison » A franchise assessment is considered more consumer-friendly.

by Jeremiah Stettler, Salt Lake Tribune 

“Salt Lake County won't be able to tax residents' energy, telephone and cable TV use unless it scraps its new police fee. 

That's according to Rep. Wayne Harper's HB383, which would allow Utah's most-populous county, for the first time, to impose the same kinds of utility fees as cities do. 

 The legislation would bar county leaders from charging the utility fee if residents are already paying one for law enforcement, fire protection or emergency services through a special service district, according to a draft released this week.”

12 Feb- Utahn launched wildly popular Frisbee saucer
The Associated Press
“Walter Fredrick Morrison, the man credited with inventing the Frisbee, has died. He was 90.”

12 Feb – Company might be going bust; state out millions 

by Paul Rolly, Salt Lake Tribune

“Lawmakers have said this legislative session that in order to do more with less, they must ‘think outside the box.’

The Legislature thought outside the box a couple of years ago, and now the state is out $3.5 million with little to show for it. 

The Legislature had designated $5 million to hire a company that could employ an integrated software program designed to compare student progress from school to school and teacher to teacher. A second service requested in the appropriation was for a streamlined system for transferring transcripts to higher education institutions. 

But members of the purchasing committee said their work was interrupted by pressure from legislators, most notably Sen. Howard Stephenson, R-Draper, who reportedly favored Digital Bridge of Orem. 

In fact, when Digital Bridge was knocked out of the contract for transcript transfers, education officials got heat from the Legislature. So the request was rewritten to combine both parts into one contract, which eventually was awarded to Digital Bridge. 

Now, officials say, Digital Bridge appears heading into bankruptcy without fulfilling its responsibilities.”

8 Feb – Wolf bill moves to full House vote 

by Patty Henetz, Salt Lake Tribune
“A bill seeking to keep wolves out of Utah advanced Monday when a House committee passed it unanimously.  The bill, which previously passed the Senate and now goes to the full House, makes it clear that wolves would not be tolerated nor allowed to establish packs in the Beehive State.  The original bill would have allowed any wolf in Utah to be shot, but legislative attorneys warned that such a measure probably would be unconstitutional.   In 2007, after two years of discussion, the state established a wolf-management plan that Division of Wildlife Resources Director Jim Karpowitz says is operational. The problem, he says, is the plan didn't anticipate that the wolves would be considered endangered in most of Utah.”

18 February – Hatch: Tea Party is toxic to my party 
Hatch: Tea Party movement threatening to tear GOP apart 

Politics » Members of the movement blast the Utah senator for being 'out of touch.'

by Donald W. Meyers, Salt Lake Tribune, February 18, 2010
19 Feb -  Mitt Romney’s book, No Apology: The Case for American Greatness, comes out.  

Romney hits rapper on airplane fr. Vancouver Olympics (with book?)

Rap star says he was one in Romney confrontation by Glen Johnson, The Associated Press
“A rapper with the Grammy-nominated club act LMFAO says former Republican presidential contender Mitt Romney first touched him -- and not the other way around -- during a confrontation aboard an Air Canada flight that was preparing to take off from Vancouver, British Columbia.”

“Shortly after the confrontation, Fehrnstrom said the passenger became ‘physically violent’ with Romney, but the former Massachusetts governor did not retaliate and instead let the authorities deal with it.  Gordy says in the video that Romney grabbed him with a ‘condor grip,’ as a sidekick play-acts the scene and adds: ‘Vulcan grip.’ Gordy then outlines his objection, saying, ‘I'm not your prey. I'm not a salmon going upstream. You're not going to rip me up.’”
19 Feb- Senator won't commemorate gun maker on King holiday 

Browning Day » Backlash to shared holiday proposal means date still fluid.

by Brandon Loomis, Salt Lake Tribune
“A state senator who floated the idea of commemorating Utah's most famous gun maker with a state holiday on the same date as that honoring slain civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. said he'll seek another date because of backlash he faced this week. 

Instead, Sen. Mark Madsen, R-Lehi, said he'll ask veterans' groups if they would like to share either Veterans Day or Memorial Day, and will ask the LDS Church if it's appropriate to share the July 24 Pioneer Day state holiday with the late Ogden gun inventor John M. Browning.”

“The legislation, which Madsen still is drafting, would piggyback on another holiday to avoid costing the state a day of lost work.”

19 Feb – Tina Fey's Sarah Palin 'SNL' Impression Likely To Return
Tina Fey will probably reprise her famous impression of Sarah Palin when she hosts "Saturday Night Live" in April, the comedian told The Associated Press.

19 Feb – Romney: Obama has failed America 

Politics » Ex-governor praises former President George W. Bush: 'He kept us safe.'

by Liz Sidoti, Salt Lake Tribune
Washington » Republican Mitt Romney blistered President Barack Obama on Thursday for a squandered first year of policy failures and broken promises, informally auditioning for the chance to challenge the Democrat in 2012 before a key part of the GOP base.

21 Feb  - EnergySolutions' CEO quits 

Business » Company's new boss, Val Christensen, says Steve Creamer's abrupt departure planned.

by Judy Fahys, Salt Lake Tribune

22 Feb – Guv in a box: Herbert faces test on states' rights 
Politics » Philosophy meets the practical in a time of budget shortfalls.

by Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune

“In the coming week, [Herbert] will make a decision whether to sign or veto SB11, a measure that would exempt Utah-made guns from federal firearms laws. 

Supporters argued that if the firearms or ammunition and the materials used to make them don't cross state lines then the federal government has no right to make the state abide by its rules.”

22 Feb- Bennett: No monuments without Congress' OK 

Legislation » The Utah senator introduced a bill Monday that would pre-empt such action.

by Thomas Burr, Salt Lake Tribune
Washington » “The Interior Department has stressed publicly, and privately to Gov. Gary Herbert, that it doesn't intend to name any new national monuments in Utah anytime soon, but Sen. Bob Bennett nevertheless wants to preclude any such action. 

Bennett introduced legislation Monday that would prevent any president from naming a new national monument in Utah without express permission from Congress, a move meant to pre-empt any action by the Obama administration to set aside two new monuments in the state. 

Interior Secretary Ken Salazar pledged to Herbert this weekend that he wouldn't move forward on any monument designation without input from state and local officials and emphasized that a leaked Interior document outlining 14 potential new monuments was simply a draft. 

But Bennett is undeterred.”

23 Feb- Intoxicated minors need not fear to call for help, says Senate panel 

by Trent Lowe, Salt Lake Tribune
“A Senate committee gave a unanimous thumbs-up to a bill that would give consideration for good behavior to an intoxicated minor who calls for emergency medical care for another underage drinker. 

HB277 seeks to prevent situations like that of Michael Starks, the Utah State University freshman who died during a hazing incident in 2009 due to alcohol overconsumption. It was a death that could have been avoided had the other participants not been afraid to call police, said Rep. Christine Johnson, D-Salt Lake City, the bill's sponsor. 

‘This is allowing young people to know that even if they behave in an irresponsible manner, their responsible actions will be taken into consideration by the court,’ Johnson said. 

23 Feb- Buttars won't pitch optional 12th grade this session by Lisa Schencker, Salt Lake Tribune

Education » Lawmaker says 'accelerated graduation' has been misunderstood.

“Sen. Chris Buttars has decided to hold off on his proposal to make 12th grade optional for students who finish their credits early -- for now.” (he’ll try in March to pitch it to Jordan School District) 

23 Feb- Anglers seeking access up a creek by Brandon Loomis, Salt Lake Tribune
Public waterways » Protecting property rights sinks Orem Republican's bill.

“The Utah House defeated a bill that would have allowed anglers and other recreational water users to step onto dry land on private property so long as they see the ordinary high water mark and stay below it.”

22 Feb- Hatch protests jobs bill he helped draft 

Politics » He and Bennett both miss the vote.

by Matt Canham, Salt Lake Tribune
“Washington » A frustrated Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, refused to vote to advance a bill he helped draft Monday, saying Majority Leader Harry Reid soured what was turning into a productive bipartisan effort. 

Despite his absence, five Republicans joined with Democrats to propel a $15 billion jobs bill to a final vote. At the heart of this proposal is a proposal drafted by Hatch and New York Sen. Charles Schumer that would give businesses a tax break for hiring the unemployed.”

…

“I refuse to be a part of this unnecessary vote designed to block constructive job-creating, tax-cutting amendments from being offered,’ Hatch said after the 62-to-30 vote. ‘The onus is on the majority to produce 60 votes for these theatrics, and I left it to them to produce them.’”

23 Feb- Lawmakers' silence kills sex ed bill 

Education » Says West High senior, 'It's hard to think that's how our government works.'

by Lisa Schencker, Salt Lake Tribune
“After months of negotiations, a bill that would have changed sex education in Utah died with barely a whisper Monday morning after lawmakers chose not to talk about it.”

24 Feb- Utah legislators energize states' rights rally
Rep. Carl Wimmer, R-Herriman, a founder of the conservative Patrick Henry Caucus, called on the group to fight back against the government. 

“About 250 people gathered Tuesday in the Capitol Rotunda to rally against the federal government's policies towards Utah's public lands.  The effort was organized by the Utah Shared Access Alliance, to support a group of bills by Reps. Chris Herrod, R-Provo, and Mike Noel, R-Kanab, that would challenge federal control of certain public lands and the roads leading through them.”

‘This is America right here; you are the heart and soul of the country,’ he said. 

Many of the legislators also referenced the Tea Party movement and other organizations. 

‘I welcome your input,’ Noel said, citing the Tea Party, anti-tax groups, the Utah Minutemen, and the Utah Eagle Forum. ‘You are the voice of the people.’

Utah Dems say enough already on states' rights 

Politics » Minority leader warns that bills could land state in court.

by Cathy McKitrick, Salt Lake Tribune
“State lawmakers need to get back to business and start addressing the state's real problems rather than spending so much time telling -- and retelling -- the feds to back off, say minority party members.”

“Sen. Minority Leader Pat Jones voiced concerns these bills could land the state in court and siphon off sorely needed dollars for legal defense during a year of budget shortfalls. 

‘Our taxpayers can ill afford to pay for costly court battles at the same time we are increasing class sizes in our public schools, increasing tuition in our colleges and universities and making cuts in critical programs.’”

24 Feb- Wife blindfolded husband for 'surprise,' beat him with hammer 

Courts » SLC woman pleads guilty to aggravated assault in 2007 attack.

by Stephen Hunt, Salt Lake Tribune
“A 37-year-old Salt Lake City woman on Tuesday admitted hitting her husband in the head with a hammer three years ago after blindfolding him and promising a ‘surprise.’”

24 Feb- Downturn frees up liquor licenses 

Hospitality » As businesses close, their permits go to others amid shortage.

by Dawn House, Salt Lake Tribune
25 Feb- UTA to cut paratransit pickups in May
Disabled » Options may be available from other agencies.

By María Villaseñor, Salt Lake Tribune
Disabled riders who live more than three-quarters of a mile away from a Utah Transit Authority bus route will no longer be able to rely on UTA's direct service to their homes starting May 1.

25 Feb.- What about the sports complex?
By Derek P. Jensen, Salt Lake Tribune
“If the federal government declares a massive flood zone across the street, what does that mean for Salt Lake City's planned 160-acre sports complex, which also abuts the Jordan River, but has no levee?”

25 Feb - Signature-removal bill advances in Utah Senate 

by Cathy McKitrick, Salt Lake Tribune
“Sen. Howard Stephenson's bill that would streamline removal of signatures from initiative petitions advanced Tuesday in the Senate after a fierce debate that revealed a partisan split. 

Stephenson, R-Draper, argued it is easy to sign a petition in a grocery store parking lot without reading the details. So it should be just as simple, he added, to get one's name removed after learning more information. 

‘This bill isn't an assault on direct democracy,’ Stephenson said. ‘It's an assault on hucksters gathering signatures.’”

25 Feb.- House OK's residency documentation for business owners 

by Brandon Loomis, Salt Lake Tribune
“A bill requiring business owners to prove they're in the United States legally before getting a new business license narrowly survived a vote in the Utah House after sparking a debate about whether it's too intrusive.”

25 Feb – Fears grow over lake plan: Environmentalists worry bridge plan ignoring possible ecosystem damage. 
By Donald W. Meyers, Salt Lake Tribune
“Utah Crossing is proposing to build a 5.8 mile bridge across the lake, from near Pelican Point in Saratoga Springs to the former Geneva Steel site in Vineyard, and aligned with Orem's 800 North. The goal: Create an east-west corridor across the valley…

Dave Grierson, the division's sovereign lands director, said in public meetings that

the bridge does not fall into any category requiring approvals from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.”

26 Feb- Former Miss Utah accused in million-dollar theft case 

Crime » Police say NuSkin products were stolen from warehouse, sold on line.

by Sheena McFarland, Salt Lake Tribune

“A former Miss Utah has been arrested with two others on suspicion of stealing about $1 million in products from NuSkin and reselling them over the Internet. 

Elizabeth Craig, who was Miss Utah in 1991-92 and who participated in the Miss America pageant, was booked into Utah County Jail on suspicion of theft, conspiracy to commit theft, possession of stolen goods and selling trademarked goods without authorization. She spent a night in jail last week and was bailed out by her husband.”

26 Feb- Nation's top Scout applauds Utah troops 

by Kristen Moulten, Salt Lake Tribune
“More than 10 percent of all boys who earned the rank of Eagle Scout last year were Utahns, Bob Mazzuca, chief Scout executive for the Boy Scouts of America told dozens of Scouts gathered at the Utah Capitol to celebrate BSA's 100th birthday.”

“Utah's three Boy Scout councils presented Gov. Gary Herbert with this year's Scout report in an afternoon ceremony that preceded a banquet at the Calvin L. Rampton Salt Palace Convention Center on Thursday night.”

26 Feb- Utah House mounts new federal lands challenge 

by Brandon Loomis, Salt Lake Tribune
“Utah lawmakers voted Thursday to condemn federal lands in a message meant to reach the Supreme Court and challenge the U.S. government to open lands to development for school funding.”

26 Feb- Shock jock Howard Stern lines up lovers of Tiger Woods for $100,000 beauty contest
Beauty Pageant for Garn’s bathing beauties??

26 Feb- Despite downturn, liquor is big moneymaker: Alcohol brings in around$100M a year. 
By Dawn House, Salt Lake Tribune
“As lawmakers struggle to make ends meet, collections from liquor sales are a source of revenue they can consistently count on.  This year alone, profits from liquor going directly into the state's general fund totaled nearly $60 million. And when school-lunch subsidies and sales taxes are added from liquor sales, the amount swells to more than $100 million.”

26 Feb- Sandy annexing Snowbird: The rest of the story 

by Paul Rolly, Salt Lake Tribune
“Sen. Curt Bramble, R-Provo, said he is sponsoring a bill that would allow Sandy to annex Snowbird Ski resort away from the jurisdiction of Salt Lake County because of the mean and nasty taxes and fees imposed by that mean and nasty Democrat, Mayor Peter Corroon. 

If Bramble lived in a community so poorly treated, he would look to the heroic Utah Legislature for help, too, the senator told The Salt Lake Tribune recently. 

And Snowbird general manager Bob Bonar told The Tribune that its temptation to be rescued by Sandy has nothing to do with future development, or zoning issues, but the desire to be under ‘an efficient, cost-effective government for our area.’

If you believe all that, I've got a bridge in Brooklyn I want to sell you..”

26 Feb- Utah considers removing charter school cap 

Education » Bill would base growth on how much money lawmakers appropriate.

by Lisa Schencker, Salt Lake Tribune
26 Feb- Cook wants Bennett's Senate seat
Politics » Chronic candidate says senator's too tight with Wall Street.

“He has run for governor twice, pushed for mayoral posts in Utah's most-populous city and county and he served two terms as a U.S. congressman. 

Now, Merrill Cook is plotting a new political path that he hopes will lead to the U.S. Senate. 

With a fitting campaign slogan, ‘You know Merrill Cook,’ the perennial politician announced Thursday that he is challenging Sen. Bob Bennett for the Republican nomination. “

27 Feb- Travel Act passage pleases Utah's tourism industry 

by Mike Gorrell

“Officials of Utah's $6.2 billion-a-year tourism industry were ecstatic Friday about congressional passage of the Travel Promotion Act. For the first time, it establishes a multimillion dollar, public-private partnership to promote the U.S. as a travel destination.”

MARCH 2010 

3 March 2010 Climate science debate? Emotions too superheated 

by Judy Fahys, Salt Lake Tribune
“Gov. Gary Herbert is temporarily putting plans for a climate science forum on ice. 

‘Emotions are too high to have a good debate,’ said Ted Wilson, the governor's environment adviser, in explaining the move. His advisory team looked at January, then Earth Day in April, for the forum. Now, Herbert thinks the atmosphere has become too emotionally charged to have a sensible discussion, said Wilson. 

‘It's not off,’ Wilson said, ‘but definitely postponed for an indefinite time.’”

4 March – Letter from Senator Orrin Hatch, senior member of the HELP committee, to Senator John McCain

4 March Moderate Republican Rep. Sheryl Allen retiring 

by Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
4 March – Lawmaker calling it quits 

Gay lawmaker to leave Utah House, laments lack of 'equal protections' 

by Rosemary Winters & Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
5 March- Palin, Mark Burnett pitch Alaska reality show
by David Bauder, Associated Press

NEW YORK — Producer Mark Burnett said Thursday he is pitching a series to television networks that would be about Alaska seen through the eyes of its most famous resident, Sarah Palin.

Palin and Burnett have been meeting this week to talk about the idea with executives at ABC, CBS, NBC and Fox, said three broadcast executives, who spoke on condition of anonymity because the networks don't publicly discuss story pitches.

Burnett, one of TV's busiest producers, best known for his Survivor series on CBS, said he approached the 2008 Republican vice-presidential candidate with the idea. It will be shot in the style of Discovery's Planet Earth show, feasting on the natural beauty of the state where Palin was governor.

5 March -- Ethics panel gets go-ahead
SJR3 » The change in legislative rules does not require action by the governor.

By Cathy McKitrick, Salt Lake Tribune

6 March -- Signature removal
Another way to hobble initiatives

Tribune Editorial

Gov. Gary Herbert could not use his veto pen in a better cause than striking down SB275, which makes it easier for signers of initiative petitions to withdraw their signatures if they change their minds. In principle, there's nothing wrong with the bill. But the Legislature has gamed its effective date to make it easier for opponents of the Utahns for Ethical Government initiative to defeat it. Not by coincidence, those opponents include most members of the Legislature.
6 March- Romney: Obama is another Jimmy Carter
Politics » The former presidential candidate is promoting his book.

By Thomas Burr, Salt Lake Tribune
Speaking to the National Press Club as part of a media blitz launching his new book, [No Apology: The Case for American Greatness] Romney said that Obama has put too much focus on health care reform and not enough on jobs. 

Threats to raise taxes on capital gains and add a tax on carbon emissions, Romney added, along with rising deficits also are thwarting the economy. 

"These are the types of things that have led to the reaction in the private sector that says this is a frightening time," Romney said. "And rather than encouraging the private sector to grow and add jobs, it has had exactly the opposite effect that the president might have intended. I think this has been the most anti-investment, anti-entrepreneur, anti-employment, anti-job agenda since the days of Jimmy Carter." 

7 March –Hatch criticism riles left 

Politics » Critics say the Utah senator is a hypocrite and wrong, even lying, about use of reconciliation.
by Matt Canham, Salt Lake Tribune
7 March- Wimmer: Riding an anti-Washington wave to prominence
by Brandon Loomis, Salt Lake Tribune
"This country was founded on freedom, liberty, power within the people and less power in the government," said Wimmer, R-Herriman. "That has been changing drastically over my lifetime. I've got to try to stop it now." 

His methods: 

» Co-found the Patrick Henry Caucus, taking a moniker from the 18th century Virginia governor who roused his colonial countrymen to revolution ["Give me liberty or give me death!"] and then vilified centralized power as other founding fathers wrote the U.S. Constitution. 

» Appear on Fox News personality Glenn Beck's national program defying federal authority over guns, and then on CNN defying federal court restrictions on abortions. 

» Pack the 45-day Utah Legislature session with anti-federal resolutions and message bills that admittedly -- as a "badge of honor" -- flout U.S. Supreme Court precedence. 

9 March – Jews, Muslims worry body scanners violate their religion
Omar Sacirgey , Religion New Service
“Concerns about the grainy body images produced by the scanners prompted the 18-member Fiqh Council of North America to issue a fatwa, or religious edict, which said the scanners violate Islamic law. Muslims, the fatwa said, instead should request a pat-down. 

"It is a violation of clear Islamic teachings that men or women be seen naked by other men and women," the edict said. "Islam highly emphasizes 'haya' [modesty] and considers it part of faith." 

But not just Muslims are concerned. 

Agudath Israel, an Orthodox Jewish umbrella group, has told lawmakers that scanners should be used only on passengers who had failed metal detectors. In a letter to Congress, the group called full-body imaging "offensive, demeaning and far short of acceptable norms of modesty" within Judaism and other faiths.”

10 March- Chaffetz says no earmarks this year
Politics » Hatch: 'If you don't do it, you are just not doing your job.'

By Matt Canham, Salt Lake Tribune

10 March – McCain abandons dietary supplement regulation bill 

by Matt Canham, Salt Lake Tribune, Sunday, March 10, 2010

· Letter from Senator Orrin Hatch, senior member of the HELP committee, to Senator John McCain, March 4, 2010

10 March – Rep. Jason Chaffetz decides not to seek $280 million in earmarks this year
By Lee Davidson, Deseret News
Chaffetz, R-Utah, said Wednesday he has decided not to seek any earmarks (asking appropriators to fund specific local projects) for the 2011 budget year because spending by Congress is so excessive that he cannot justify pushing even worthy earmarks now.

Chaffetz even released a list of earmarks that he had been requested to seek, but which he declined. They included 50 requests — totaling more than $280 million — from such entities as Utah Valley University, Snow College, Provo, West Valley City, Herriman, Orem, Salt Lake County, Lehi and Taylorsville.

Among those requests, which Chaffetz will not pursue, were $6 million for Provo Municipal Airport development; $1 million requested by Taylorsville for roadwork at 5400 South and I-215; and $1.7 million requested by West Valley City for a forensic DNA lab for its police.

13 March – House Majority Leader Kevin Garn resigns amid hot tub scandal 
Disclosure » 'I never meant to hurt anyone, but the truth had to come out,' says woman involved.

by Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune

Garn's bombshell blows away lawmakers 

Scandal » Woman says there is more to story, but she won't say what.

by Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
13 March- Kevin Garn, Sheldon Killpack Resignitions are part of bigger ethics picture

13 March – DeChristopher loses again in preparing defense 
Courts » Judge deals setback to argument of selective prosecution.

by Patty Henetz, Salt Lake Tribune
U.S. District Judge Dee Benson denied DeChristopher's attempt Monday to force federal prosecutors to release more evidence on bidders who may have cheated the government by not paying for parcels they won at other Bureau of Land Management auctions. 

Benson's ruling comes after he rejected, in November, a lesser-evils, or necessity, defense, forbidding DeChristopher to argue he tried to sabotage the auction to combat global warming. 

14 March- Nails and a chalkboard: Sarah Palin, Glenn Beck kickoff ‘Taking Our Country Back’ tour 

by Suzi Parker, The Daily Caller
“It’s not every day that people in America’s heartland hear ‘Redneck Woman’ Gretchen Wilson sing Heart’s ‘Barracuda’ to Sarah Palin.”

16 March- Bogus bidder's jury trial set for June 

by Patty Henetz, Salt Lake Tribune

A three-day trial has been set in June for Tim DeChristopher, who faces two felony counts arising from his admitted false bidding during a 2008 oil and gas lease auction.

18 March- Snake Valley water deal stalled for this year 

by Mark Havnes, Salt Lake Tribune

St. George » A court ruling, and the inaction of Nevada lawmakers, means any agreement on Snake Valley water won't happen until at least 2011, according to Mike Styler, executive director of the Utah Department of Natural Resources.

18 March- Foes cry foul on petition law fixes 

Initiatives » Some fear signature-removal bill would weakens people's right to referendums.

by Kathy McKitrick, Salt Lake Tribune
SB275 Proposed new law changes rules for removing signatures from initiative petitions. Supporters say it is a matter of fairness -- making it as easy to remove a name as to sign a petition. Opponents say it is an attack on citizens' right to initiate legislation by providing an extra month to those working to defeat an issue before it goes to voters. The bill is awaiting action by the governor.
18 March- Herbert launches his election bid 

by Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
Guv takes swipe at likely opponent Peter Corroon.

18 March- E-signatures in politics debated 

Elections » County clerks mixed over handwritten or electronic signatures

by Cathy McKitrick, Salt Lake Tribune
On Friday, Utah could face its first test of electronic signatures in the democratic process with e-candidate Farley Anderson's run for governor. 

18 March- Troopers protecting Killpack's fair trial, suit says 

by Nate Carlisle, Salt Lake Tribune

The Utah Department of Public Safety has filed a lawsuit to keep the Sheldon Killpack arrest video out of public view. 

In the suit filed Wednesday in state court in Salt Lake City, the department says releasing the video will deprive Killpack of a fair trial and there is no overriding public interest in disclosing the video at this time. 

18 March- List of retiring lawmakers grows 

by Cathy McKitrick, Salt Lake Tribune
The retirements of Gibson and Riesen mean the two join GOP Reps. Sheryl Allen, of Bountiful; Lorie Fowlke, of Orem; Steve Clark, of Provo; and Salt Lake City Democrat Christine Johnson, who previously announced their departures. House Majority Kevin Garn, R-Layton, resigned following his confession on the House floor to a 25-year-old nude hot-tubbing incident involving a minor.

21 March- Climate change debate now a one-man show 

Environment » Naysayer to debunk scientific evidence of global warming.

by Judy Fahys, Salt Lake Tribune
When lawmakers began touting Lord Christopher Monckton's visit to Utah a few months ago, the idea was to have a freewheeling debate on climate-change science. 

That matchup never materialized, and now the Third Viscount of Benchley is set to take the stage solo, twice on Tuesday at Utah Valley University's MacKay Events Center in Orem, for a presentation he hopes will be entertaining and informative. 

	22 March – Utah lawmakers denounce health care bill 

Health insurance » 'Assault,' 'travesty,' 'deeply flawed' are some of state's legislators' responses.

by Matt Canham, Salt Lake Tribune


	


Utah's three House members -- Democrat Jim Matheson and Republicans Rob Bishop and Jason Chaffetz -- voted against the legislation that now goes to the president and a companion bill of negotiated changes that still needs Senate approval. Despite their opposition, the Senate health reform bill passed on a vote of 219 to 212, with 34 Democrats joining every Republican in opposition.

[image: image19.jpg]Sy

“THES [SNEC WHAT [TLo2KS LIKE ~WELL, OK, T 15 AT T LookS UKE, BUT | HAVE.
MANY GaD ANp FRINCIPLED REASINS R REING NAKED WITH AN ELEPHANT: “





Pat Bagley, Salt Lake Tribune, Image dated: 3/23/10
23 March – Garn pleaded guilty in 2006 to alcohol-related charge 

by Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
Politics » State representative was passed out in car, smelled of alcohol
“Former House Majority Leader Kevin Garn was cited for driving under the influence in 2006, as he was attemptng to return to politics and later pleaded guilty to a reduced charge.”

“Garn was an LDS bishop at a Weber State ward for married students at the time of the incident, according to a knowledgeable source speaking on condition of anonymity.”
24 March – Utah County GOP wants candidates to declare stand on ethics initiative 

by Kathy McKitrick, Salt Lake Tribune
Politics » Initiative official says, 'Ethics reform is a nonpartisan issue.'

“Utah County Republican leaders will ask each of their party candidates next week to fill out a form disclosing whether they signed petitions for a pending ethics reform initiative in what some view as an odd type of pre-election screening.”

27 March- Romney attacks Obamacare, but it looks a lot like his own 

Politics » Law he signed also requires people get coverage; both impose new taxes, penalties.

by Glen Johnson, Associated Press
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21 March – High-tech Social Security cards would reduce illegal immigration, senators say are proposed in taking the first steps to ‘the four pillars of immigration reform’
Democratic Sen. Charles Schumer and Republican Sen. Lindsey Graham said the U.S. should require high-tech Social Security cards to make sure employers hire only legal workers. 

"A tamper-proof ID system would dramatically decrease illegal immigration, experts have said, and would reduce the government revenue lost when employers and workers here illegally fail to pay taxes," the senators wrote in an article posted on the Washington Post Web site. 

They called for use of biometric Social Security cards, which would include a unique characteristic of the cardholder, such as a fingerprint. 

The right way to mend immigration 

By Charles E. Schumer and Lindsey O. Graham, Washington Post
Friday, March 19, 2010

Our plan has four pillars: requiring biometric Social Security cards to ensure that illegal workers cannot get jobs; fulfilling and strengthening our commitments on border security and interior enforcement; creating a process for admitting temporary workers; and implementing a tough but fair path to legalization for those already here.
26 March – Her career rising, Palin now gives McCain a boost
By Jonathan J. Cooper, Associated Press Writer

PHOENIX » John McCain helped Sarah Palin launch her national political career two years ago. Now, she's trying to help McCain save his.

27 March – At tea party rally, Palin fires Reid, Obama and Pelosi
Politics » She was in Senate majority leader's hometown in Nevada.

Michael R. Blood, The Associated Press
Searchlight, Nev. » Sarah Palin told thousands of tea party activists assembled in the dusty Nevada desert Saturday that Sen. Harry Reid will have to explain his votes when he comes back to his hometown to campaign. 

The wind whipped U.S. flags behind the former Alaska governor as she stood on a makeshift stage, holding a microphone and her notes and speaking to a cheering crowd. She told them Reid, fighting for re-election, is "gambling away our future." 

"Someone needs to tell him, 'This is not a crap shoot,' " Palin said. 

About 7,000 people streamed into tiny Searchlight, a former mining town 60 miles south of Las Vegas, bringing American flags, "Don't Tread on Me" signs and outspoken anger toward Reid, President Barack Obama and the health care overhaul. 

Palin told them the big-government, big-debt spending spree of the Senate majority leader, Obama and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi is over. 

"You're fired!" Palin said. 

28 March- Utah governor OKs eminent domain use on federal land
By Brock Vergakis

Associated Press

“Fed up with federal ownership of more than half the land in Utah, Republican Gov. Gary Herbert on Saturday authorized the use of eminent domain to take some of the U.S. government's most valuable parcels.

Herbert signed a pair of bills into law that supporters hope will trigger a flood of similar legislation throughout the West, where lawmakers contend that federal ownership restricts economic development in an energy-rich part of the country.

Governments use eminent domain to take private property for public use.

The goal is to spark a U.S. Supreme Court battle that legislators' own attorneys acknowledge has little chance of success.”

28 March –Tomgram: Chip Ward, Tea Party Previews
TomDispatch.com

29 March- Utah Gov. Gary Herbert signs controversial signature-removal bill
by Josh Smith, Deseret News
Ethics initiative organizers on Monday accused Gov. Gary Herbert of seeking to "stymie citizen participation" after he signed a bill that will make it easier to remove petition signatures.

Herbert signed the controversial bill Saturday, despite a plea from initiative supporters calling on him to veto the legislation.

Citizen-initiative advocates predict the law will result in campaigns to harass petition-signers, as opponents try to persuade them to remove their signatures.

Under SB275, petition signers no longer need to have their removal request notarized and can remove their signatures up to a month after the petitions are due and become public. Organizers say the extended timeline for removal in SB275 will allow opponents to pressure signers to remove their signatures without allowing for more signatures to be gathered. Before the change, people could not remove their names after the petition was delivered to the lieutenant governor. 

Undated- Ethics Panel gets go-ahead- legislation that creates an independent ethics commission- but legislature is gatekeeper for what the commission can investigate? (Mckitrick SL Trib).

31 March – Fox News Will Cut LL Cool J Interview From Palin Show
by David Itzkoff, New York Times Arts Beat
Fox News said on Wednesday that it would drop an interview with LL Cool J, the rapper and “NCIS: Los Angeles” star, from the debut episode of “Real American Stories,” a new series hosted by Sarah Palin. LL Cool J, whose real name is James Todd Smith, wrote Tuesday on his Twitter account that Fox News was “misrepresenting” him in promotions for the show by using a 2008 interview with him in its advertisements.
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2 April - Utah Eminent Domain Law More Than a 'Message Bill'
by Scott Streater of Greenwire, New York Times
“A bill signed last week by Utah Gov. Gary Herbert (R) authorizing the state to take federal land by eminent domain could induce other Western states to try to reclaim their own national monuments and landmarks, eventually opening them for energy production and other development.

Utah lawmakers say they have contacted representatives in Arizona, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico and Wyoming about adopting similar legislation in their states, with the goal of taking the issue to the Supreme Court.

…Utah lawmakers are adamant that the eminent domain legislation (pdf) signed by Herbert on Saturday is worth a commitment of $3 million in legal fees to defend because, if successful, it could raise the tax base and bolster underfunded public schools.

State lawmakers say they are frustrated that millions of acres of federal land in Utah containing vast storehouses of oil, natural gas and coal cannot be tapped because wilderness designations, national monument designations and other federal land preservation programs have locked up valuable resources.”

1 April- Special session to tweak E-Verify law
Employment » Planned revision would make rule optional for first year.

By Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
“Gov. Gary Herbert will call the Legislature into a special session next month to water down a bill that requires employers to use an electronic database to check employees' citizenship. 

Herbert signed the bill into law on Wednesday, but said he hopes to revise the legislation before its July 1 effective date to clearly state that participation in the E-Verify system is entirely optional for one year. 

Sen. Chris Buttars' bill originally sought to make the citizenship checks mandatory and included penalties for businesses that didn't comply. Those penalties were stripped out, but the bill still required the checks. 

Business interests expressed concerns to Herbert about the impact of the requirement and the governor and Buttars agreed to rewrite the law to make clear participation in the E-Verify program would be strictly voluntary for 12 months.”

1 April- Governor signs contentious stream access bill
by Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
"I am signing HB141 because we need to begin the process of addressing the unfortunate gulf between outdoor recreationalists and private property owners," Herbert said in a statement. "Today, I pledge my commitment to work with both sides over the coming year to improve opportunities and arrive at a workable solution."

2 April- Ethic Initiative is 3/5 of the way to its goal of 95,000 signatures

4 April- GOP site selection team arrives in Utah's capital city
2012 » Salt Lake City is among 3 finalists hoping to host the GOP's next national convention.

By Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune

“A team of 11 national Republican Party leaders arrived in Salt Lake City on Monday to review the city's bid to host the 2012 Republican National Convention, an event that could bring tens of thousands of people and scores of millions of dollars to the state. 

Salt Lake is the third and final stop on the tour of suitors for the event, and with bid leaders in both Tampa, Fla., and Phoenix, Ariz., characterizing the selection team's visit to their cities as huge successes, the pressure is now on the Salt Lake team.” 

5 April- Kane road battle turns into fight over records
by Mark Havnes, Salt Lake Tribune
“For nearly a decade, the Kane County Commission has battled the Bureau of Land Management in federal court over ownership of roads lacing the redrock country of southern Utah. 

The county has mostly been on the losing end of court rulings, including appeals, except for the latest challenge. The 10th Circuit Court of Appeals initially ruled against the county, but has now decided to rehear several issues. 

That case centers on the removal of 31 BLM road closure signs on hundreds of roads in the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument and Glen Canyon National Recreation Area in 2003. The court has asked lawyers to file briefs on several issues. 

Chaney's group wants to know the total amount spent not only on the legal maneuvering, but on activities like those in the 2003 case, when the county replaced the removed signs with new ones. 

Chaney filed his request under the Government Records and Management Act (GRAMA), which specifies what records are public and under what conditions the agency can charge to produce them.”

6 April – What If the Tea Party Ruled? 

If You Want Coming Previews of What Things Would Look Like, Come to Utah
Chip Ward, CBS News Opinion
“What if the Tea Party ruled?  Imagine a land, let’s call it Glennbeckistan, where white, patriarchal, religiously zealous, Tea Party-type patriots hold a super-majority in both houses of the legislature, sit in the governor’s mansion, and control most local governments. It’s a place so out of sync with the rest of the nation that states’ rights and even secession are always on the agenda.  It’s a place where gun-ownership trumps all other rights, climate change is considered an insidious socialist conspiracy, and a miscarriage can be investigated as a potential crime.  Welcome to Utah.” 
9 April – UTA plots big changes in series of secret meetings
Transportation » G.M. gets a new title but keeps $339,179 compensation amid cutbacks.

By Cathy McKitrick, Salt Lake Tribune
13 April – Shurtleff leads 7 states in gun fight
Constitution » Brief argues feds have no authority to regulate intrastate firearms.

By Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
“Utah Attorney General Mark Shurtleff and six other states filed a brief in federal court in Montana on Monday, arguing that the federal government has no constitutional authority to regulate firearms manufactured and sold within their borders. 

The friend-of-the-court brief seeks to bolster arguments made by the Montana Shooting Sports Association (MSSA) that legislation passed in that state exempts Montana-made guns from federal taxation, registration, licensing, marking or record-keeping requirements. 

Utah adopted similar legislation last session. Tennessee, Arizona, Idaho, South Dakota and Wyoming have done so as well, asserting it as an exercise of their authority under the 10th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

The brief asks that court to recognize that ‘the 10th Amendment is not an empty promise to the states, but a vital guarantor of rights retained by the states, including the right to regulate purely intrastate activities.’”

12 April- Killpack to challenge DUI traffic stop
Court » Former Senate majority leader made similar argument in attempt to get license back.

By Stephen Hunt, The Salt Lake Tribune
13 April- Rio Tinto to Congress: Get going on carbon pricing
Climate change » Kennecott's parent says action needs to be taken, so get on with it.

By Judy Fahys, The Salt Lake Tribune

“On Wednesday, Rio Tinto, the parent company of Kennecott, will tell the House Select Committee on Energy Independence and Global Warming why it wants sensible climate-change regulation -- whether a carbon tax, cap-and-trade or some other pollution-fighting policy -- to bring more certainty to its business.”

13 April- UTA plots big changes in series of secret meetings
Transportation » G.M. gets a new title but keeps $339,179 compensation amid cutbacks.

By Cathy McKitrick, The Salt Lake Tribune
“Utah Transit Authority has created a new top position for General Manager John Inglish and promoted two other executives in a reorganization that was deliberated and approved entirely in secret. 

The appointments - announced Thursday without any public discussion by the largely tax-funded agency - appear to violate the state's Open and Public Meetings Act, says Jeff Hunt, a Salt Lake City lawyer specializing in open records and open meetings law. 

‘If the board is meeting to discuss whether to create a new position and reorganize, that must be done in an open session,’ Hunt said, ‘so the public can hear the discussion.’ The same goes for voting on who fills those positions, Hunt added.”

12 April – Tea parties, lawmakers envision militia
Oklahoma » Group says they will help defend against federal infringements.

By Sean Murphy and Tim Talley, The Associated Press
“Oklahoma City » Frustrated by recent political setbacks, tea party leaders and some conservative members of the Oklahoma Legislature say they would like to create a new volunteer militia to help defend against what they believe are improper federal infringements on state sovereignty.”

13 April- Tea party foes plan to infiltrate rallies
By Valerie Bauman, The Associated Press
“Albany N.Y. » Opponents of the fiscally conservative tea party movement say they plan to infiltrate and dismantle the political group by trying to make its members appear to be racist, homophobic and moronic. 

Jason Levin, creator of www.crashtheteaparty.org, said Monday the group has 65 leaders in major cities across the country who are trying to recruit members to infiltrate tea party events for April 15 -- tax filing day, when tea party groups across the country are planning to gather and protest high taxes.” 

15 April- Tax-day protesters gather to bemoan rising deficits
Politics » Many say federal government is trending toward socialism.

By Brandon Loomis, Salt Lake Tribune

Hundreds of tax-day protesters rallied in Salt Lake City on Thursday in opposition to a big federal government that many of them said is trending toward socialism. 

First they huddled outside the Wallace F. Bennett Federal Building and then at the state Capitol to bemoan growing federal deficits and what they see as resulting threats to liberty. 

"I'm more afraid of our government than I'm afraid of terrorists," said Harold Eubanks, a 62-year-old Kamas resident who attended. 

15 April- Iceland Volcano Ash Upends Air Travel in Europe
Tens of Thousands Stranded Until Friday Morning at Earliest as Airports Shut Down in U.K., Scandinavia, France

16 April- Ethics initiative probably out for this year's election
Politics » Signature drive falls short in several counties

By Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
16 April- Clinton: Words can lead to violence 

The Associated Press

"What we learned from Oklahoma City is not that we should gag each other or that we should reduce our passion for the positions we hold -- but that the words we use really do matter, because there's this vast echo chamber, and they go across space and they fall on the serious and the delirious alike. They fall on the connected and the unhinged alike," he said. 

He mentioned the rancorous fight over President Barack Obama's health care overhaul. Passage of the law elicited threats against some lawmakers. 

"I'm glad they're fighting over health care and everything else. Let them have at it. But I think that all you have to do is read the paper every day to see how many people there are who are deeply, deeply troubled," he said. 

17 April- Californians Aware Lawsuit: Nonprofit Sues To Obtain Palin Contract
Robin Hindery, Associated Press

“SACRAMENTO, Calif. — A California open government group filed a lawsuit Friday against a state university over its refusal to disclose documents related to a planned speech by Sarah Palin.

Californians Aware filed the lawsuit in Stanislaus County Superior Court against California State University, Stanislaus, seeking an order by a judge to release information about Palin's contract with the school nonprofit foundation.

The former Alaska governor and conservative commentator is scheduled to visit the Central Valley campus in June.”

17 April- Utah's ethics initiative backers to keep passing petitions until August
State law » One provision sets an April 15 deadline, another allows a full year from filing their proposal.

By Cathy McKitrick, Salt Lake Tribune

“The petition-passing drive promoting a sweeping ethics initiative will continue well into August -- but now the target is the 2012 election.”

17 April- Volcano illustrates just how connected we are
By Michael Tarm, The Associated Press
17 April – Honor code violation: BYU runner Unga leaves Cougs
College football » Cougs' all-time leading rusher might not return for senior season after violating honor code.

By Jay Drew, Salt Lake Tribune
17 April- Satirical whizzes bringing Book of Mormon to Broadway
Musical » 'South Park' duo sets sights on March 2011 premiere.

By Peggy Fletcher Stack, Salt Lake Tribune

“The Book of Mormon will make its debut next spring as a Broadway musical, but a lot of Latter-day Saints may not like it. Fans of satire, on the other hand, may love it. 

‘South Park’ creators Matt Stone and Trey Parker are crafting a play -- right now dubbed ‘The Book of Mormon’ -- that juxtaposes the story of two eager yet naive LDS missionaries in Uganda with the church's own complicated spiritual history, according to the New York Post.”
18 April- S.L. County: Key lawmaker wants to split it four ways
Politics » Arguments over drawing new political boundaries starts a year before map-making begins. 

Matt Canham, Salt Lake Tribune 

“Washington » A leading state lawmaker favors splitting Salt Lake County among four congressional districts if the state gains a new House seat in the 2010 Census as expected. 

House Speaker Dave Clark said he likes the mix of urban and rural populations now represented by the state's federal lawmakers and would favor keeping that policy with the addition of a new seat in 2012. 

But state Democrats don't share that opinion, arguing that a four-way split would disenfranchise the state's most populous county, which has taken a step to the left in recent years.”

18 April- NRA sits out gunfight with feds
Legislation » Utah and other states hope for Supreme Court challenge

Matt Gouras, Associated Press
“The National Rifle Association has been taking a low profile when it comes to the firearms freedom acts that have been passed by seven state legislatures and spawned a growing legal fight between those states, some gun advocates and the U.S. Justice Department.”

19 April- Business talks: Rio Tinto wants climate policy
Tribune Editorial

“Having energy laws with clearly defined government requirements to limit climate-warming greenhouse-gas emissions lets big companies like Rio Tinto adopt budgets, purchase equipment and firm up plans to take them decades into the future. 

Preston Chiaro, director of Rio Tinto's technology and innovation group, told the Tribune that his company years ago accepted climate change and the impact of carbon emissions on rising temperatures and has been waiting for governments to catch up and start making policy to address it.” 

19 April- Sharon Osbourne to give breast implants to Ozzy
The Salt Lake Tribune

“Sharon Osbourne says she's having her breast implants removed this summer and will give them to her husband, rocker Ozzy Osbourne, as a paperweight.”

20 April- BYU student who tried to handcuff woman appears in court
The Salt Lake Tribune

“A Brigham Young University sophomore charged in connection with using a stun gun on a woman and trying to handcuff her made his first appearance in 4th District Court last week. 

Stetson Geo Hallam, 20, is accused of pinning the 19-year-old woman to the ground and trying to handcuff her after incapacitating her with a stun gun April 6 at an apartment complex where both live. 

Investigators say she bit down on his finger until he let her go and apologized, claiming it was all an April Fools' joke. 

Provo police have said he had pursued the woman romantically, but she had no interest in him. They also say he was the woman's home teacher in their Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints ward.” 

20 April-  Woman who beat husband with hammer sentenced
Court » The 37-year-old mom gets 30 days home confinement and probation.

By Erin Alberty, Salt Lake Tribune
“Prison time was suspended Monday for a woman who blindfolded her husband, spun him around to a state of dizziness and beat his head with a hammer. 

Instead, 3rd District Judge William Barrett sentenced Amy Walker Ricks to 30 days in jail, with two days credit for time served.” 

“Court filings claim Ricks was suffering from battered spouse syndrome and did not remember the attack. 

In her marriage to Joel Ricks, emotional abuse ‘wore down her self-esteem and wore down the core of who she was as a mother and as an LDS woman.”

21 April- Garn: E-mails of former House majority leader were deleted
By Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
“All of the e-mails on former House Majority Leader Kevin Garn's legislative computer were wiped out shortly after Garn resigned amid a hot-tub scandal last month. 

Chris Bleak, chief of staff to House Speaker David Clark, said it is standard operating procedure to delete the e-mails when a House member leaves office. 

Moreover, state law and the Legislature's own document-retention policy leaves it solely up to the lawmaker to decide which e-mails should be kept and which should be destroyed.” 

21 April- Lawmaker's GOP rival makes issue of bill expanding prosecutors' power
Politics » Opponents going after bill increasing scope of warrantless searches
By Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
“Rep. Brad Daw is defending his sponsorship of a new law that expands the Attorney General's office ability to demand information on internet and cell phone customers without getting a warrant.”

20 April- Analyst: Utah Lake bridge will lose money
Environment » Multiple groups are petitioning the state to deny building permit.

By Donald W. Meyers, Salt Lake Tribune
“Environmentalists have attacked the proposed Utah Lake Bridge as harmful to Utah Lake's environment and a potential enabler of urban sprawl on the lake's west shore. 

Now, the Sierra Club and other environmental groups say studies show the bridge will not be cost-effective.”

The report [an analysis by Vermont-based Smart Mobility land-use consultants and principal Lucy Gibson] determined the main people using the bridge would be residents of Saratoga Springs and Orem, the two cities that will be linked by the proposed 5.8-mile Utah Crossing. 

Gibson said Eagle Mountain residents would find the bridge inconvenient. She said most of the drivers now using Lehi's Main Street to reach Eagle Mountain would use the Mountain View Corridor and Pioneer Crossing, which are both under construction and would be free.” 

“The Sierra Club was joined by the Utah Valley Earth Forum, Utah Waterfowl Association, Bonneville School of Sailing and Seamanship, and Friends of Great Salt Lake in a petition to stop the bridge.”

21April – Candidates miss asset disclosure deadline
Politics » Two Utah Democrats and two Republicans running for office miss deadline.

By Thomas Burr, Salt Lake Tribune
21April- Utah sticking with climate pact but not its cap-and-trade plan
Regional group » Herbert doesn't agree with all the goals but wants to keep a place at the table.

Judy Fahys, Salt Lake Tribune
22 April- Bishop, Chaffetz rain criticism on water bill
Politics » Measure would reverse high court decisions that sponsor says hampers 1972 act.

By Patty Henetz, The Salt Lake Tribune
Two Utah Republicans are leading a Western Congressional Caucus charge against a clean-water bill they say would give the federal government unprecedented power over water on private land, even mud puddles. 

Utah's 1st District Rep. Rob Bishop, who heads the caucus, ripped into the America's Commitment to Clean Water Act, which was introduced Wednesday. 

"Most Westerners are extremely concerned about the massive accumulation of federal power. In the past year, the federal government has taken control over our banks, cars and health care," Bishop said in a statement from nine GOP representatives of Western states. "Now, they are seeking to gain control over every drop of water, from backyard puddles to the arid playas of the West." 

Rep. Jason Chaffetz, of Utah's 3rd District, said "this is a bad bill, and I will work tirelessly to defeat it." 

23 April- Interior Secretary coming to Utah for resource talks
by Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
Interior Secretary Ken Salazar will be in Utah next week to participate in talks on resource issues in the state during a contentious time between Utah and the federal government.

23 April- SEC staffers watched porn as economy crashed
By Daniel Wagner, The Associated Press
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23 April- Arizona bill: Obama must show birth certificate to run
By Jonathan J. Cooper, Associated Press
“Phoenix » Arizona lawmakers expressing doubt over whether President Barack Obama was born in the United States are pushing a bill through the Legislature that would require the president to show his birth certificate to get on the state's 2012 ballot.”

“Hawaii officials have repeatedly confirmed Obama's citizenship, and his Hawaiian birth certificate has been made public, along with birth notices from two Honolulu newspapers published within days of his birth in August 1961.”

23 April- Guv: UTA executive pay may be 'a tad excessive'
Budget » Herbert says compensation package needs another look.

Gov. Gary Herbert said Thursday that the salary for Utah Transit Authority's top executive could be "a tad excessive" and deserves further scrutiny. 

"I'm going to leave this press conference and go apply for the job," Herbert quipped to reporters during a Capitol question-and-answer session. 

Levity aside, Herbert spoke more seriously about the combined $339,179 salary and bonus that UTA's acting Chief Executive Officer John Inglish receives. 

26 April- U.S. newspaper circulation falls 8.7 percent
Industry » Decline slows, but continues at a milder pace in Salt Lake City.

Combined News Services

29 April – Lee made $600K from law firm last year
Senate candidate » EnergySolutions and Allied Waste were among his clients.

By Thomas Burr, Salt Lake Tribune
29 April- Groups question permit for Utah's first strip mine
Environment » They say it will pollute ground water, foul air quality in the area.

By Paul Foy, Associated Press
MAY 2010

3 May Corroon's GOP pick may help close the gap, experts say by Jeremiah Stettler
Politics: Sheryl Allen joins S.L. County mayor in bid to oust Herbert

Salt Lake Tribune

3 May – Koerber seeks to keep key documents out of trial
Court » Accused swindler contends information was confidential and given to the government by mistake.

By Tom Harvey, Salt Lake Tribune
2-5 May – Romney to address ski-resort association in May 

Politics » Group likes his Olympic, business perspectives
by Mike Gorrell, Salt Lake Tribune
Mitt Romney will give keynote speech at annual meeting of National Ski Areas Association in Orlando, Florida.  His appearance will occur shortly after scheduled spring publication of his book: NO APOLOGY: THE CASE FOR AMERICAN GREATNESS.

5 May- Kane takes its road fight to court -- again 

Environment » Two groups and Kane County argue before federal bench.

by Keith Coffman, Salt Lake Tribune 

Kane County debate with environmental groups over access to roads in Escalante- Grand Staircase goes to federal appeals court- BLM sign removal controversy is summoned but disregarded by Kane County’s attorney Mike Lee 

5 May – Hatch wants hard look at science behind radiation exposure payouts 

Downwinders » Proposed legislation would expand eligibility for compensation program.

by Judy Fahys, Salt Lake Tribune
“U.S. Rep. Jim Matheson, D-Utah, is an original co-sponsor of the House version of the RECA expansion.”

6 May- Bishop's request for Interior documents denied 

House » He wants to see papers he says are related to new Western monuments.

by Thomas Burr, Salt Lake Tribune
Bob Bishops newest request for records containing plans for Western National Monuments is denied. 

6 May – Utah congressional members still back offshore drilling 

Politics » Utah congressional members still back offshore drilling; Matheson has change of heart.

by Matt Canham, Salt Lake Tribune 

Congressional opposition to offshore drilling intensifies as the oil leak in the gulf of mexico expands. Utah lawmakers argue that the disaster shouldn’t stop the nation from tapping into other oil reserves off of its coast- though Jim Matheson votes to “hit the pause button”  

6 May- Lawyer Lee's plea to Utahns: Send me to D.C. 

GOP primary » He says if he can unseat Bennett in Senate, he'd try to rein in federal government.

by Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune 

“Lee says his mission would be to roll back the federal government's expansive power that it has amassed with complete disregard for the bounds set by the Constitution.”

6 May- Obama, Hatch talk about Supreme Court choices in private chat 

Politics » Utah senator claims president still looking for 'empathy' under a different name.

by Matt Canham, Salt Lake Tribune
6 May – Late hits mar Senate race
'Overzealous' fans » All campaigns proclaim themselves above dirty politics.

By Thomas Burr, Salt Lake Tribune
“Mike Lee was portrayed as Hitler, and on the opposite side, as Joseph Smith. Cherilyn Eagar claims her Web site was hacked, Tim Bridgewater fears he is the subject of a negative push-poll and Sen. Bob Bennett is the target of gun owners. 

With only hours left until delegates pick the Republican U.S. Senate nominee, campaigns say last-minute dirty tricks are muddying the political waters in Utah's most high profile race.”

7 May – Parks board hears arguments for, against Antelope Island hunt
Outcry » Davis County officials say public is against hunting for mule deer, bighorn sheep.

By Tom Wharton, Salt Lake Tribune
7 May- Bishop leads new GOP effort to empower states 

Politics » Campaign is spurred by populist anger and tea party movement.

by Matt Canham, Salt Lake Tribune
 “The 10th Amendment Task Force's first bill is aimed squarely at Utah, allowing the state to negotiate with federal agencies to take the reins of education, transportation and Medicaid. Bishop calls it the ‘Utah Laboratory of Democracy Act.’”

7 May – Sleep-in protesters ask Salt Lake City to change camping laws 

Homeless » With shelter full, parks are only option for some.

by Brooke Adams, Salt Lake Tribune
 “The statute says it is unlawful to place a ‘ground cover or shelter, or place sleeping bags, bedding or any other type of camping or sleeping equipment on any 'public grounds.' … Salt Lake City Mayor Ralph Becker was out of town Thursday but spokeswoman Lisa Harrison Smith said there was some ‘confusion’ about the law. ‘It is not illegal to sleep in a park,’ she said. ‘Plenty of people in our office enjoy going outside and resting for a bit in the middle of the day.  What the law does bar is camping on public grounds,’ she said. People who attempt to stay in parks for overnight or repeatedly may be ticketed, but they are ‘always given warnings, multiple warnings.’”
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25 May- As media fights for DUI arrest video, Killpack stays away
Courts » State continues to deny access despite records being ruled public.

By Stephen Hunt, Salt Lake Tribune
14 June – Conservatives push for more power in Utah House
House » Moderates are targeted in several races in party power struggle.

by Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune
More to come…
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